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Special Commission in Bolivia 
To Draft New Commercial Code 


The President of Bolivia created a special commission in March to 


draft a new commercial code. 


This action was the result of suggestions made for Bolivian industrial 
development and of approval given the Government’s plan for economic 
diversification at the fourth congress of the Chamber of Deputies. 


The new Guabira sugar refinery was 
expected to be in production in time 
to process a portion of this year’s 
Sugar crop in the Santa Cruz area. 
The new plant’s production capacity 
of about 18,000 metric tons annually 
can be increased later to about 25,000 
metric tons. A distillery to be oper- 
ated in conjunction with the refinery 
will be able to produce about 1.8 mil- 
lion liters of elcohol a year. Profits 
from the first 2 years’ operations are 
expected to cover a large portion 
of the plant’s initial cost. The new 
refinery’s operation probably will 
encourage much larger sugar-cane 
plantings in the Santa Cruz area and 
result ultimately in considerable for- 
eign-exchange savings. 

A second glass factory is to be built 
in La Paz. Foreign exchange for ma- 
chinery, replacement parts, raw ma- 
terials, and other purposes has been 
authorized. The plant will help to 
overcome the critical window-glass 
shortage confronting the Bolivian 
construction industry, particularly as 
the existing glass factory is not equip- 
ped to manufacture this product. 


Budget Approved 


Bolivia’s national budget for 1956, 
totaling 74,045,850,089 bolivianos and 
having an estimated deficit of 1,527- 
732,176 bolivianos, was approved March 
23 by the Council of Ministers. 

About 15 percent of the budget is 
earmarked for the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and Fine Arts, 9 percent for the 
Defense Ministry, and 8 percent for 
the Ministry of Rural Affairs. 


The controversial special levies on 
certain imports, called “revertibles,” 
were suspended by the Ministry of 
Economy on March 28. They were 
replaced by increases to a maximum 
of 3,000 percent in the c. i. f. sur- 
charges on imported goods. The re- 
vertibles had been instituted in an 
effort to level prices and prevent the 
reexport of items which had been 
brought into Bolivia at the low official 
exchange rate of 190 bolivianos to $1. 


New taxes on credit and exchange 





operations were established on March 
8. Depreciation of Bolivian currency 
had made the former charges unreal- 
istic so that an upward adjustment 
on the charges for these banking op- 
erations was necessary. 

The Bolivian Agricultural Bank 
granted 2,724 credits to small farmers 
(campesinos) and cooperatives in 1955. 
Loans to small farmers totaled 1,112,- 
474,480 bolivianos for the acquistion of 
farm implements, seeds, and the like. 
Cooperatives were accorded credits 
totaling 47,000,270 bolivianos for simi- 
lar purposes. 

The free-exchange rate reached 
5,805 bolivianos to $1 by the end of 
March, compared with 5,590 at the 
end of February. 

The contract between the Bolivian 
Gulf Oil Co., a subsidiary of the 


(Continued on Page 21) 





Multiracial Labor Unions in 
S. Rhodesia Advocated 


Legal recognition of multiracial 
labor unions in Southern Rhodesia 
has been advocated by the select com- 
mittee’s report submitted to the 
Southern Rhodesian Legislative As- 
sembly on March 22. 


This action would be of considerable 
significance for the future course of 
labor and race relations, and thus 
far it has met with widespread ap- 
proval by the press and by both Afri- 
cans and Europeans. 


The committee, orginally appointed 
by the Southern Rhodesian govern- 
ment to consider a bill before the Par- 
liament that would establish African 
trade unions, has recommended in- 
stead that the entire bill be scrapped 
and suggested that machinery be cre- 
ated for the establishment of racial 
partnership in industrial negotiation. 
This could be achieved, in the com- 
mittee’s opinion, by amending the ex- 
isting Industrial Conciliation Act so 


(Continued on Page 7) 





Field Offices Give 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business data 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and directly 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 


- ness centers of the United States, 


the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who keep 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, 
for use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
egeem, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


Bldg. 
— 23, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh St. 
Boston 9, Mass., ee U. 8. Post Office and 


Buffalo 3, N. Y., ait Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bldg., West “i "Broad St t. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 

Chicago 6, Ill., 226 W. Jackson Blvd. 

Cincinnati 2, Onto, 442 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthous 

Cleveland “4, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce 8t. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bidg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bidg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 8. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 212 Palls Bldg. 

Miami 32, Fia., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitan 
Bldg. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave. 

New York 17, N.Y., 110 E. 45th 8t. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth 8t. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8. Courthouse. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 19, Va., 1103 East Main 8t. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 

Salt Lake City i, Utah, 222 SW. Temple &t. 

San Francisco ul, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8, Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


- local telephone numbers consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 
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Secretary for International Affairs 
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Seasonal Slump in Some Sectors 





japanese Economic Conditions Good 


A relatively high level of economic activity in the first quarter of 
1956 continued to characterize the Japanese economy, despite a seasonal 


slump in some sectors. 


Industrial production and exports were substantially above the level 
for the first quarter of 1955, but showed the customary seasonal decline 


/as compared with the fourth quarter. 


Foreign-exchange receipts also de- 
clined seasonally but remained well 
gbove the first quarter of 1955; receipts 
continued to exceed payments, despite 
a rise in imports to meet the heavy 
demand for raw materials following 
the depletion of stocks as a result of 
the record level of economic activity in 
1955. 

The continuous rise in the whole- 
sale-price index was a source of deep 
concern to many observers. Principal 
factors underlining the continued ap- 
prehension of possibly increased in- 
flationary pressures included: 

eShort supplies and higher import 
costs for some raw materials, particu- 
larly iron and steel. 

®Expectations of a deficit in Govern- 
ment fiscal operations during the year. 

®A high level of money supply and 
easy money conditions. 

New interest in capital investment 
for plant expansion and modernization 
as evidenced by increased orders for 
machinery. In the absence of adequate 
monetary controls and with the grow- 
ing interest in capital investment, a 
potential inflationary danger is partic- 
ularly inherent in an overabundance 
of idle funds available for lending by 
private financial institutions. 

Measures adopted to counteract re- 
cent inflationary tendencies include: 

Sale of Government securities by 
the Bank of Japan; resumption of 
trading in debentures issued by local 
governments, long-term credit banks, 
public corporations, and iron and 
steel manufacturing companies; and 
a substantial increase in foreign- 
exchange allocations for imports dur- 
ing the April-September 1956 period. 
These actions are expected to absorb 
idle funds, forestall hoarding, en- 
gender a greater degree of price sta- 
bility, and contribute significantly to 
a continued expansion in production, 
domestic sales, and exports which 
was evident as the quarter closed. 


Industrial Output Steady 

Industrial production held up well 
against the customary seasonal de- 
Cline at the end of the year. The 
favorable trend resulted from a sus- 
Stained demand for both export and 
domestic deliveries. High production 
of machinery, chemicals, and metals, 
especially iron and steel, was particu- 
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larly notable. The cotton-textile in- 
dustry continued to adhere to volun- 
tary production limitations, but the 
strong position of chemical fibers 
brought combined production of all 
textiles to about the same level as 
in the corresponding period of 1955. 
The industrial-production index de- 
clined in January but rose in March 
to a level 10 percent higher than that 
of March 1955, with a steady upward 
trend apparent in manufacturing. 
Exports in the first quarter usually 
suffer a slump after peak exports at 
the end of the year. Shipments for 
the January-March period totaled 
$560.3 million and were almost 30 per- 
cent higher than the corresponding 
period last vear, but were 8 percent 
below the level for the fourth quarter 
of 1955. Cotton fabrics were Japan’s 
leading export earner during the 
quarter, and export sales of iron and 
steel were well above the first quarter 
of 1955, although there were declines 
as compared with the fourth quarter 
of 1955. Machinery shipments were 


especially strong, and raw silk, chemi-' 


cal fiber fabrics, and clothing re- 
covered well after a decline early in 
the quarter. 

Imports were characterized by a 
continuous rise during the quarter to 
meet requirements for the upward 
swing in exports, and for the re- 
plenishment of depleted stocks, par- 
ticularly of raw materials. Total im- 
ports amounted to $692.3 million, a 
rise of 20 percent and 5 percent, re- 
spectively, as compared with the first 
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and fourth quarters of 1955. Except 
for a decline in rice imports, no signif- 
icant changes occurred in the com- 
modity import pattern. Compared 
with the first quarter of 1955, how- 
ever, Japan’s imports of metal and 
ores have increased notably, reflecting 
the sharply increased level of metal 
production and exports. 


Payments Position Good 

The favorable balance-of-payments 
position, evident at the close of the 
year, continued in the first quarter of 
1956. A balance-of-payments surplus 
of $123.6 million was recorded for the 
January-March period, as compared 
with $82.1 million for the like quarter 
last year. Receipts totaled $749.3 
million, an increase of 30 percent over 
the first quarter of 1955. Payments 
rose by about 25 percent to $625.6 mil- 
lion. In accordance with these favor- 
able trends the Government moved 
toward further trade liberalization by 
announcing a substantially increased 
foreign-exchange budget for April- 
September 1956 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Apr. 30, 1956, p. 15). 

Visible receipts in the first quarter 
were $565.8 million, against $425.2 mil- 
lion last year, and invisible receipts 
totaled $183.5 million, a rise of $31.2 
million over the corresponding period 
of 1955. Visible payments amounted 
to $530.8 million, compared with $422.9 
million last year. Invisible payments 
were up by $22.4 million to $94.8 mil- 
lion. 

Receipts for the January-March 
period were at an annual rate of $2,997 
million, as compared with a rate of 
$2,310 million for 1955. Similarly, pay- 
ments were running at an annual rate 
of $2,502 million, an increase of $521 
million, as compared with the annual 
rate of expenditures for the first 
quarter of 1955. 

Important financial developments in 
the quarter centered on the relative 
abundance of money. Notable were a 
further modest decline in interest rates 
and postwar reopening of the deben- 
ture market. Loan demands remained 
relatively light, despite a trend toward 
increased investment — explained by 
Japanese observers as due to increased 
use of private capital rather than loans 
and a time lag between placement of 
orders and payment. 


Withdrawals Exceed Payments 


In Treasury transactions with the 
public, withdrawals exceeded payments 
in line with seasonal trends. Excess 
withdrawals of 90 billion yen in Janu- 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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Peso Free-Market Rate Firm 





Stabilization Measures Adopted by Chile 


The Chilean Government took several significant actions in the first 
quarter of 1956 to curb inflation and stabilize its economy. 


Congress approved a wage and price stabilization law which banned 
price increases on many basic commodities and halted the traditional, 
automatic yearly wage increases which have been among the principal 


factors in Chile’s inflationary spiral. 
Restrictive measures were placed on 
commercial bank credit and the re- 
discount policy was tightened. Nego- 
tiations were completed to purchase 
$34.6 million worth of U. S. agricultural 
surplus, which will assure the country 
of a steady flow of essential commod- 
ities during the readjustment period, 
and payment in Chilean pesos will 
represent a substantial saving in for- 
eign exchange. 


Copper Output Normal 


Copper production remained nor- 
mal, except in the first week of Jan- 
uary during negotiations with the 
“great copper industry” workers for 
a return to work after the strike which 
had crippled that segment since De- 
cember 14. Substantial windfall prof- 
its from copper in 1956 were augured 
when large copper companies increased 
the price of Chilean copper for the 
U. S. market from 43 to 46 cents a 
pound on February 22, and at the end 
of March agreed to establish a single 
price for all markets, based on the 
London Metals Exchange price which 
recently has been as high as 54 cents 
a pound. 


The peso’s free-market rate contin- 
ued firm in January and remained, 
with only slight variations, at approx- 
imately 500 pesos to the dollar through 
February and March with no ten- 
dency to weaken. Early in the second 
quarter, the Minister of Economy and 
Finance announced the adoption of 
a freely fluctuating exchange struc- 
ture and the abolishment of burden- 
some import restrictions (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, May 14, 1956, 
p. 8). This new free-market exchange 
rate hovered around 500 pesos to the 
dollar. 


Stabilization Indicated 


In addition to the leveling off of the 
free-market peso rate, other normal 
indicators reflect a tendency toward 
stabilization. The cost-of-living in- 
dex increased by only 0.9 percent in 
February in contrast to an increase 
of 3.6 percent in January and an in- 
crease of 4.5 percent in February 1955. 
Outstanding credits by private banks 
and the Banco del Estado decreased 
by 1.3 percent in January but rose in 
February to 2.03 percent over the fig- 
ure as of December 31. 

Central Bank issues, following a 
drop of 3.1 billion pesos in January, 
returned in February to a figure just 
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1.2 billion less than that of December 
31, and stood at 51.6 billion on Feb- 
ruary 28. This fluctuation was due 
primarily to variations in currency 
in circulation, which decreased by 2.7 
percent in January and then in- 
creased during February to only 0.9 
percent less than on December 31. 
Money in circulation amounted to 
43.9 billion pesos on February 28, as 
compared with 44.8 billion at the end 
of 1955. 

Effects of the Central Bank’s new 
rediscount policy, instituted in Jan- 
uary, were readily apparent. Under 
the Bank’s decree, rediscounts were 
limited to 75 percent of a commercial 
bank’s capitalization. In addition, re- 
discount rates were established on an 
escalator scale ranging from 4.5 per- 
cent to 9 percent, depending on the 
total amount rediscounted in relation 
to the commercial bank’s capitaliza- 
tion. Rediscount paper held by the 
Central Bank dropped from 148 bil- 
lion pesos on December 31 to 12.1 
billion on January 31 but showed a 
slight increase to 12.4 billion by Feb- 
ruary 28. 

Announcement was made in Jan- 
uary that the ordinary Government 
budget for the calendar year 1956 had 
been set at expenditures and revenues 
of approximately 170 billion pesos 
each. Subsequently, however, the 
budget was held up for further study 
in an effort to reduce it and to assure 
its balancing. The likelihood of 
achieving the latter objective became 
stronger when the major copper com- 
panies announced the increase of 
their copper sales price. 

Similarly, the foreign-exchange 
budget, previously set at $390 million, 
was raised to $568 million, a figure 
arrived at in anticipation of larger 
earnings from copper exports and of 
substantially increased exchange re- 
ceipts from greater exports of agri- 
cultural and other products due to the 
stimulus of the new free-exchange 
rate. 

In late February, the Minister of 
Finance announced that the Govern- 
ment’s deficit, described as consis- 
ting largely of the carryover from 
former years, amounted to 42.6 billion 
pesos. 

Faced with the possibility of an 
early move to freely fluctuating ex- 
change, importers—especially those 
with merchandise in the customhouse 


—attempted to clear their goods to 
avoid the substantially higher charges 
expected under such a system. Some 
importers estimated that the customs 
costs of imports would rise between 
60 and 80 percent when controlled 
rates are abandoned. 


Most import trade in the period 
was subject to limitations imposed by 
delay in authorization of the foreign- 
exchange budget which placed ex- 
change cover on a deferred basis. In 
an effort to encourage the greater use 
of credit terms, the National Foreign 
Trade Council (CONDECOR) an- 
nounced that it would make available 
$50 million in exchange to cover 20 
percent down payments on machinery 
and industrial equipment purchased 
under deferred credit terms. 

It is believed that copper exports to 
the United States will increase as a re- 
sult of the major producers’ new price 
policy. The higher prices probably 
will permit a relaxation of the Gov- 
ernment’s policy of ear-marking two- 
thirds of all export sales for the Brit- 
ish or European markets because of 
the former price differential. 

Preliminary figures covering Chile’s 
foreign trade in the first 11 months 
of 1955 forecast a substantial favor- 
able balance of trade for the year. 
Exports through November were val- 
ued at 1.9 billion gold pesos, as com- 
pared with imports of 1.4 billion. 


Activities High 


Chile’s mineral industry had a high 
level of activity in the first quarter 
of 1956. Persistence of favorable 
prices and the increasing prospects 
of a free-exchange rate continued to 
afford incentive for expanded mining. 

“Great copper industry” production 
totaled 391,528 metric tons in 1955. 
This was 21 percent above the pre- 
ceding year, and early in 1956 Gov- 
ernment spokesmen predicted a still 
higher annual output of 430,470,000 
metric tons. The favorable climate 
engendered by recent copper legisla- 
tion was also evidenced by the num- 
ber and magnitude of new invest- 
ments approved or pending in the 
first quarter. 


In January, the Government ap- 
proved Anaconda’s investment of over 


$36 million to expand capacity and - 


for other improvements at its Chu- 
quicamata and Potrerillos properties. 
In February, the same company an- 
nounced plans to spend nearly $53 mil- 
lion to develop its new El Salvador 
property. These, and other investment 
applications by Anaconda and Ken- 
necott, signified fresh capital invest- 


(Continued on Page 10) 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 











e 


s to 
rges 
ome 
oms 
veen 
dlled 


riod 
d by 
‘ign- 

ex- 
<a 
r use 
eign 

an- 
lable 
r 20 
nery 
ased 


ts to 
a re- 
price 
ably 
Gov- 
two- 
Brit- 
se of 


hile’s 
ynths 
Avor- 
year. 

val- 
com- 
n. 


high 
arter 
rable 
pects 
ed to 
ining. 
iction 
1955. 
pre- 
Gov- 
. still 
70,000 
imate 
gisla- 
num- 
ivest- 
n the 


t ap- 
f over 
y and 
Chu- 
erties. 
y an- 
3 mil- 
lvador 
‘tment 
Ken- 
nvest- 


N eekly 











U.K. Budget Provides 
For Larger Surplus 


The United Kingdom proposed 
pudget in general is considered to be 
an aid in combating inflation, as it 
provides for a £15-million larger sur- 
plus than last year and bolsters the 
Government’s anti-inflationary mone- 
tary policy. However, it offers few new 
tax changes. 

The budget was announced by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the 
House of Commons on April 17. Con- 
tinuing inflationary pressures have 
been responding slower than expected 
to the Government’s passage of re- 
medial monetary measures over the 
past 18 months. 

The most novel and controversial of 
the incentives for increased savings 
which the budget offers is the premium 
bond scheme. The Government plans 
to issue noninterest-bearing premium 
bonds in denominations of £1 each. 
Prizes ranging from a few at £1,00C 
each to a large number in smaller 

(Continued on Page 6) 





Rhodesians in U. S. To 


Negotiate Loan 


A mission of the Federation 
of Rhodesia and Nyasaland is in 
the United States to negotiate 
terms of a loan agreement with 
the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development. 

The Federation’s Prime Min- 
ister, Lord Malvern, stated at a 
press conference that the Bank 
had already indicated its pre- 
paredness to loan a portion of 
the funds required for the Kari- 
ba Gorge hydroelectric project, 
but the mission is carrying on 
formal negotiations and ar- 
ranging final terms. 

The mission arrived in the 
United States on May 22 and, 
it is understood, will remain un- 
til the end of June. 

The mission’s members as an- 
nounced by the Prime Minister, 
are R. N. Taylor, Secretary, Min- 
istry for Finance; J. Ward, Sec- 
retary for Power; V. L. Robin- 
son, Federal Attorney-General; 
and Duncan Anderson, chair- 
man, Hydroelectric Board. 

The Kariba project’s cost orig- 
inally was estimated at £858 
million, or US$240.2 million; re- 
vised estimates are considerably 
higher.—U. S. Cons. Gen., Salis- 
bury. 

Details of the Kariba project 
were published in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, July 5, 1954, 
page 9. 
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Ecuadoran Business Depressed; 
Credit and Money Supply Tight 


Ecuadoran business was depressed in March. Commerce was prac- 
tically at a standstill in some lines, and people were buying little except 


necessities. 


The uncertainty of the political situation was leading to hoarding 
and a desire for liquidity, thus having a depressing effect on business. 


The desire for liquidity and many in- 
vestors’ overextended credit situation 
kept the money supply tight. Total 
means of payment continued to shrink 
the deflationary influence which 
added to the country’s industry and 
commerce troubles. In general, a wide 
feeling of pessimism existed. 

Merchandise stocks continued fairly 
high because of the slow turnover. 
Merchants complained of competition 
from contraband merchandise brought 
in principally from the neighboring 
countries and from sales of merchan- 
dise imported duty free by official 
agencies. 

Credit continued tight, with no 
improvement expected until cacao 
exports start in volume, and interna- 
tional and inter-Provincial payments 
were reported slow. The investment 
market was adversely affected by 
political uncertainty; businessmen 
were reluctant to invest and desirous 
of protecting their capital until the 
political situation became clearer. The 
discount on some mortgage bonds had 
slipped from 4-5 percent to as much 
as 13 percent. On the other hand, fear 
about the sucre’s stability was less as 
the National Government appeared to 
show more restraint in foreign pur- 
chases. 


Tariff System Revised 

The revised tariff system, effective 
March 24, is a combination of specific 
and ad valorem duties, resulting in a 
tariff increase on most items. Although 
designed more as a revenue measure, 
the new law is expected to decrease 
imports and result in foreign-exchange 
saving (see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
April 23, p. 5). 

The Central Government and some 
of the autonomous agencies—especially 
the State Railroads—continued to have 
difficulty in meeting payrolls and other 
essential obligations. National Gov- 
ernment receipts were reported still 
running behind obligations, with little 
prospect of immediate improvement. 
Central Bank credits to the National 
Government increased, the figure for 
March 25 showing an increase of 23 
percent since the end of 1955. 


The Central Bank’s international 
monetary reserves dropped from 294 
million sucres, US$19.6 million at the 
official rate, at the end of February 
to 282 million sucres, US$18.8 million, 
as of March 25. Foreign exchange 
actually on hand dropped from 104.9 
million sucres, US$7 million, to 74.5 





million sucres, US$5 million, a decline 
of 29 percent. Foreign-exchange cash 
transactions of the Central Bank 
showed a deficit of US$1,820,000 in the 
period March 1-25, bringing the total 
cumulative deficit for 1956 to US$5,- 
370,000 in less than 3 months, as com- 
pared with a deficit of US$1,897,000 for 
first-quarter 1955 and US$7,532,000 for 
the whole year. The curb selling rate 
ranged between 17.70 and 17.90 sucres 
per dollar. 


Rains Hamper Transportation 
Heavy rains made transportation, 
difficult throughout most of Ecuador. 
Principal highways were kept open 
despite frequent small landslides but 
traffic was slowed down. Some minor 
delays occurred on the main railroad 


- line, from Guayaquil to Quito, but for 


the most part the line remained 
open. An immense mud slide destroyed 
the repair shops at Sibambe and in- 
terrupted the service on the Sibambe- 
Cuenca branch line for a period of 9 
days. Deterioration of the State rail- 
roads continued, because of insuffi- 
cient funds to purchase replacement 
materials. 

A landslide occurred on a newly 
completed portion of the Quito-San 
Lorenzo Railroad line—from Carchi to 
San Lorenzo. The French construction 
firm stated that the line could still 
be completed by the end of 1956 if 
the National Government provided 
funds as planned. 

Work on the Quito airport was 
hampered by the heavy seasonal rains, 
but all construction equipment was 
brought in and progress was expected 
to be rapid when weather conditions 
improved. Construction of the termi- 
nal buildings at Quito and Guayaquil 
was still delayed by the Ecuadoran 
Government’s failure to make the 
necessary money available. Although 
the Export-Import Bank has granted 
a loan of $900,000 for this construc- 
tion, these funds cannot be used until 
Ecuador shows that it has the rest of 
the money necessary to pay for the 
projects and actually puts up a certain 
sum. 


Export permits granted by the Cen- 
tral Bank through March 15 totaled 
approximately US$12.5 million, pri- 
marily for agricultural products. This 
was. about $2.5 million less than in 
the like period of 1955. Increased 
values of permits in 1956 for exports 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





lreland Acts To Halt Inflation 


The Irish Government on March 14 
imposed a special import levy on a 
wide range of goods, placed restric- 
tions on installment buying, and in- 
troduced a more attractive savings 
bond. These actions were taken to 
halt the continued rise in inflationary 
pressures and reduce the deficit in the 
balance of payments. 

The stability that has characterized 
the Irish economy ended in 1955, as 
inflationary pressures built up during 
the year. A sizable upturn in con- 
sumer spending and bank loans oc- 
curred simultaneously with a decline 
in savings and in production. 

A moderate increase in industrial 
production in 1955 was more than off- 
set by a reduction of 10-15 percent in 
agricultural output in that year. 
Meanwhile, after 2 years of virtual 
stability, the consumer price index 
(mid-August 1947=—100) rose from 126 
in November 1954 to 128 in September 
1955 and 131 in November 1955. 


Although the final exchequer re- 
turns for the fiscal year ended March 
31, 1956, indicated a deficit on current 
account of £615,305, this was an im- 
provement of £1 million over the pre- 
ceding fiscal year. The principal in- 
creases in revenue were from customs 
receipts and income taxes, both indi- 
cations of the Irish economy’s infla- 
tionary aspect. The main expendi- 
ture increases were for debt service 
and social-welfare schemes. 

Ireland’s balance-of-payments defi- 
cit reached £35.5 million in 1955, com- 
pared with £5.5 million in 1954. This 
rise reflected a soaring import bill, 
particularly for wheat, maize. sugar, 
tea, fuel oils, coal, and body and 
chassis aggregates for motor vehicles. 
A substantial increase in net income 
from tourism and travel was offset by 
a decline in net earnings from other 
nonmerchandise trade items. 

For the first time since World War 
II, the external assets of Irish banks 
showed a marked decline, in close re- 
lation to the balance-of-payments 
deficit. These assets fell by £35.6 mil- 
lion in 1955 to £85.7 million. To a large 
extent previous deficits had been fi- 
nanced from funds outside the banks 
and by external borrowing, for ex- 
ample, Marshall Plan loans. Even in 
1951, when the payments deficit was a 
record £61.6 million, the reduction in 
these assests was only £17.3 million. 


Import Levy Imposed 

The Irish Government imposed the 
special import levy on the c.if. value 
of a wide range of imports, repre- 
senting over 10 percent of the value of 
total imports in 1955. The Government 
hopes that this levy, which is in addi- 
tion to any regular duties already in 
effect, will cut imports of the goods 
affected by some 30 percent. Such a re- 


duction would reduce Ireland’s total 
import bill by £7 million or £8 million. 

On most items the preferential rate 
of levy, covering trade with the United 
Kingdom and Canada, is 25 percent 
and the general rate of levy is 37% 
percent. Such items as cutlery, a num- 
ber of electrical appliances, most 
types of personal clothing, jewelry, 
edible nuts, chocolate and other cocoa 
food preparations, and paper towels 
are typical examples of imports sub- 
ject to this special import levy. 

Imported vehicles and aggregates 
were assessed a levy of 15 percent, 
and newsprint only 5 percent. 

There is no exemption from this 
levy for any goods imported into Ire- 
land free of normal duty under special 
licensing arrangements. Proceeds 
from the levy are to be reserved for 
use in financing the Government’s 
capital expenditure program, that is, 
public works and buiidings, land re- 
habilitation, hospitals, local govern- 
ment, and the like. 

Restrictions on downpayments and 
payment periods were placed on 
credit sales of all types of goods with 
the exception of commercial motor 
vehicles, tractors, machinery, cookers, 
and fishing boats and gear. 

The most severe restrictions apply 
to purchases of personal clothing for 
which the minimum downpayment 
was set at 50 percent and the pay- 
ment period was limited to 6 months. 
Bicycles were treated more favorably 
with a 10-percent deposit and max- 
imum payment period of 1 year. The 
downpayment for automobiles was 
set at 25 percent, but the payment 
period was made 2 years. 

Finally, the Government announced 
its decision to replace the present 
issue of savings certificates with a 
new issue having an increased tax- 
free yield of 4 percent and a shorter 
maturity period of 6 years. 


U. K. Budget... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


amounts will be drawn every 3 months 
from an annual fund equal to 4 percent 
of the amount of bonds outstanding. 
In addition, the Government has pro- 
posed issuing two other new types of 
savings bonds with higher interest 
yields and has provided that interest 
up to £15 on savings deposits be tax 
exempt. 

On the tax front, the major proposal 
calls for an increase in the profits tax. 
From April 1, 1956, the rate of profits 
tax on distributed profits is to be raised 
for the second time in 6 months, from 
27% percent to 30 percent; the undis- 
tributed profits tax rate is to be in- 
creased by one-half of 1 percent to 3 
percent. The duty on tobacco will be 
increased by the equivalent of 2d. on 
a pack of 20 cigarettes, and other 





— 


Panama Retail Trade, 
Construction Brisk 


Business activity in Panama in 
March was influenced by an early 
a and the 4-day Holy Week holi- 

ay. 

Although pre-Easter trade was 
brisk, business came to a standsti]] 
during the holidays. However, both 
sales and commercial credits in March 
increased over February. Retail sales 
were supported by increased tourist 
trade and the U. S. fleet’s visit. Com- 
mercial collections increased moder- 
ately and payments were prompt. 


Construction activity continued at 


a high level to take advantage of the 
short dry season. The Panama high- 
way department has increased its re- 
habilitation work on the interior’s 
feeder roads. Bids were asked for the 
Aquadulce-Santiago section of the In- 
ter-American Highway. The cost of 
this section, one of the larger projects 
in the 1956 construction program, is 
estimated at $2.5 million to $3 million, 
An expedition has been organized to 
explore the proposed route of the In- 
ter-American Highway through the 
jungles of Darien from Chepo, a short 
distance east of Panama City, to the 
border of Colombia. 


A contract has been signed with two 
French firms for engineering studies 
to determine if an artificial lake 
formed in the Tapia River would pro- 
vide Panama City with 30 million gal- 
lons of water daily by the year 2000. 
Panama is presently obtaining its 
water requirements from the Canal 
Zone. 

Some revival of mining activity was 
indicated in the import by the Isth- 
mian Mineral Corp. of $200,000 worth 
of equipment to work the copper de- 
posits of Pesi. 

New business established in Pan- 
ama include a locally owned credit 
company capitalized at $500,000, and 
Sears Roebuck opened its second store 
in Panama City. 

The Colon Free Trade Zone con- 
tinued to grow. A large Ainerican 
company has announced plans for es- 
tablishing a pajama factory in the 
Free Zone to employ 400-500 persons. 

Shrimp exports increased sharply 
because of unusually large catches. 
Banana exports were also higher than 
in the preceeding month.—U. S. Emb, 
Panama City. 





changes are to be in the estate and 
stamp taxes. 

The increased cost of the rise in in- 
terest rates and certain tax concessions 
proposed is to be more than offset by 
the rise in tax rates, the duty on 
cigarettes, the final withdrawal of the 
bread subsidy and other cuts in Gov- 
ernment expenditure. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Export Credit Position 


In W. Germany Tightens 


The German export credit institute 
Ausfuhrkredit AG (AKA) granted in 
1955 credits which made possible ex- 
ports valued at 864.7 million German 
marks, or US$205.8 million, approxi- 
mately 3.4 percent of the value of total 
exports from the Federal Republic and 
West Berlin during the year. This com- 
pared with 3.9 percent in 1954; the 
amount was 64 million marks, or 
US$15.2 million, less than in 1954. 

The institute’s annual report noted 
that although the credits extended did 
not keep pace with the increase in 
German export activity in 1955, it was 
believed that any export-aid exten- 
sion would be unjustified and might 
subject the domestic economy to dan- 
gerous strains. 

The institute made credit commit- 
ments totaling 1,981 million German 
marks, or US$471.5 million, from the 
time of its establishment in April 
1952 to the end of 1955. 

At the end of 1955 the institute had 
719.6 million German marks, or 
US$171.3 million, in authorized credit 
still outstanding; 197.2 million marks, 
or US$46.9 million, of this amount 
were “A” credits—refinanced by syndi- 
cate banks—for which the present 
credit rate is about 8 percent an- 
nually; 4838 million marks, or 
US$115.1 million, were “B” credits 
which meet the criteria for refinanc- 
ing by the Bank deutscher Laender 
at a present rate of about 6 percent 
annually; and the remaining credit 
was arranged under the special ac- 
count for trade with Yugoslavia and 
was all granted for terms exceeding 
24 months at a cost of 9% percent 
annually. 

Approximately 90 percent of the A 
credit granted was for periods longer 
than 24 months; 62 percent of the 
credit authorized under B credits was 
for terms of 12 to 24 months; and 
about 39 percent was for longer 
periods. 

By far the greatest proportion of 
credits was granted for exports of 
investment goods—623.8 million Ger- 
man marks, or US$148.5 million. The 
amount granted for exports of con- 
Sumer goods was only 95.8 million 
marks, US$22.8 million. 

Of the total 719.6 million marks, the 
major commodity components were 
machinery, 224.4 million marks, or $53.4 
million; electrical equipment, 145.4 
million marks, or $34.6 million; vehi- 
cles, 120.3 million marks, or $28.6 mil- 
lion; shipbuilding, 88.4 million marks, 
or $21 million; and chemicals, 62.8 
million marks, $14.9 million. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Indonesia Resources, Economic Development 
Of Potential Interest to U. S. Investors 


Indonesia’s varied extensive natural 
resources and its.desire for increased 
economic development are of poten- 
tial interest to U. S. private investors, 
according to a new handbook released 
by the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 

Entitled “Investment in Indonesia,” 
the new publication indicates that the 
6-year old Republic, though it has not 
yet determined how much foreign in- 
vestment it needs or wants in its strug- 
gle for economic improvement is in- 
creasingly recognizing that a large 
flow of capital from abroad would 
bring impetus to its development. 

American capital currently is most 
active in Indonesian rubber estates 
and petroleum production, and to a 
lesser extent in manufacturing. U. S. 
private investment in Indonesian pe- 
troleum production is the only signifi- 
cant new foreign capital to enter 
Indonesia since it became a sovereign 
nation late in 1949. Total U. S. direct 
investments (net book value) 
amounted to $66 million in 1954. 

Although the petroleum industry has 
thus far been the most productive and 
profitable undertaking by U. S. in- 
vestors, other fields also offer oppor- 
tunities. Indonesia is expected to look 
most favorably on those enterprises 
which earn or conserve foreign ex- 
change. Therefore, industries which 
produce for export, including the fur- 
ther processing of present export com- 
modities, and those which manufac- 
ture goods now imported appear most 
promising. 

In addition to petroleum and tin, 
the country’s major mineral exports, 
other mineral deposits warranting 
investigation include nickel, bauxite, 
and possibly iron. 


Waterpower Potential Indicated 


A relatively large waterpower po- 
tential is indicated, and only a very 
small fraction of the hydroelectric 
resource is being utilized. 


The agricultural raw materials 
which Indonesia has contributed to 
world trade have been varied and im- 
portant. Although in recent years its 
position in the world market as a prin- 
cipal supplier of rubber, palm oil, co- 
conut products, kapok, pepper, and 
tea has shifted, these products, as 
well as such crops as sugar, cocoa, 
coffee, rice, corn, vegetables, and a 
great variety of fruits indicate the 
broad base of Indonesia’s tropical 
agriculture. 


Investment possibilities may also 
exist in the extensive forests which 
contain areas as yet hardly exploited. 

According to the study, factors 
which discourage foreign investment 
include restrictions on the remittance 
of profits and repatriation of capital, 
and high taxes. The basic underde- 


veloped state of the economy, the 
limited domestic financial resources, 
the uncertainty of Government eco- 
nomic policies, and labor problems 
have been other deterrents. 

The Government’s policy statement 
on foreign investment of December 8, 
1955, is cited as providing that “basic 
industries,” not yet clearly defined, 
will be confined to 49-percent par- 
ticipation by foreign capital. Some 
types of manufacturing may be ex- 
pected to be open to foreigners on a 
majority-control basis, and possibly 
some types of mining, agriculture, 
forestry, and fishing ventures. Con- 
sideration of new enterprises prob- 
ably will continue to be on a case-by- 
case basis, with detailed individual 
negotiation required before approval 
is granted. 


Technical Know-How Important 


Engineering and other special types 
of technical know-how are partic- 
ularly important to Indonesia in its 


(Continued on Page 20) 





Multiracial Labor .. . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


that Africans are no longer excluded 
from the act’s provisions. 

The effect would be to open the 
whole field of industrial negotiation 
to Africans through European trade 
unions. Where European unions would 
not admit Africans, or were for skil- 
led workers only—and Africans con- 
cerned were unskilled—or where there 
was no union, Africans could apply 
to form a union of their own, but they 
would have to satisfy the standards 
laid down by the Industrial Concilia- 
tion Act. 

The report states that “almost with- 
out exception European trade union 
leaders (interviewed by the commit- 
tee) were confident that the existing 
European trade unions would open 
their doors to Africans.” 

The report added that it would be 
most desirable if multiracial unions, 
with or without exclusively African 
branches, came into being but that it 
would be wrong to impose a rigid pat- 
tern of multiracial unions by law. 

By extending the act to include 
Africans, the present industrial coun- 
cil system, under which employers’ and 
employees’ representatives negotiate 
wages and agreements in particular 
industries, would cover African wages 
and agreements.—U. S. Cons. Gen., 
Salisbury. 

A copy of the select committee’s 
report is available on loan from the 
Near Eastern and African Division, . 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Sudan To Have National Currency Philippines Authorizes 


A national currency soon will be in- 
augurated in the Republic of Sudan, 
the Sudanese Minister of Finance has 
announced. 


A Sudan pound will replace the 
Egyptian pound as the new .Repub- 
lic’s official monetary unit, the value 
of which will be sustained at parity 
with Egyptian and English pounds. 
Current indications are that gold, 
sterling, and National Bank of Egypt 
notes will constitute the principal 
cover. 


The Finance Minister plans to have 
the new currency in circulation by 
early summer. Toward this end the 
following progress has been achieved: 


eThe British Government has 
agreed to remit full value in sterling 
on repatriation of all British coin 
now in use in the Sudan. 


eAn Egyptian delegation has been 
sent to Khartoum to conduct negotia- 
tions leading to redemption of 
Egyptian notes and coin now in cir- 
culation in the Sudan. The negotia- 
tions were interrupted and final agree- 
ment has not been concluded. 


eA draft bill is near completion 
providing authority for inauguration 
of the national currency and the es- 
tablishment of a currency board to 
implement and manage it. The bill is 





Liberia Joins Universal 


Copyright Convention 


Liberia became the 19th State 
to join the Universal Copyright 
Convention, sponsored by the 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organ- 
ization, when on April 27 its 
instrument of ratification was 
deposited at UNESCO House in 
Paris. 

Under the provisions of the 
Convention copyright protection 
is effective in all member States 
upon publication in any member 
State of a work bearing the sym- 
bol ©, name of the copyright 
proprietor, and year of first pub- 
lication. 

Other States which have rati- 
fied the convention are Andorra, 
Cambodia, Chile, Costa Rica, 
France, Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, Haiti, the Holy See, Israel, 
Japan, Laos, Luxembourg, 
Monaco, Pakistan, Philippine Re- 
public, Spain, Switzerland, and 
the United States. 











expected to receive prompt and fav- 
orable legislative action when sub- 
mitted to the Sudan Parliament. 


eNational currency notes have been 
printed and sufficient quantities deliv- 
ered to exchange the entire note cir- 
culation in the Sudan. Colors and 
designs are as follows: Sudan 10-pound 
note, black and green, Gordon Col- 
lege; 5-pound, brown, sailing boat on 
the Nile; 1-pound, blue, Sennar Dam; 
50-piaster, green, elephants; 25-pias- 
ter, pink, Sudan soldiers. All notes 


have a picture of a camel on the 
reverse side. 


eTenders have been offered to for- 
eign countries for the manufacture of 
80 million Sudan coins, specifications 
of which call for 25 percent nickel 
content. 


As a worldwide nickel shortage has 
deterred bids for a contract to supply 
the required coinage, the existing 
coins may remain in circulation for 
a period after the notes have been 
exchanged. Coin production has been 
delayed in the Sudan because the 
Government may establish a national 
mint.—U. S. Emb., Khartoum. 


Lebanon Ratifies Arab 
League Pact Changes 


The Lebanese Government on 
February 5 of this year ratified an 
amendment to the Arab League trade 
agreement of September 7, 1953, 
which had been agreed to by member 
countries of the Arab League on De- 
cember 15, 1954, providing for addi- 
tional customs exemptions for certain 
products entering intra-Arab League 
trade. 


Member countries of the Arab 
League are Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Libya, Syria, and 
Yemen. 


The December 15 revision could not 
go into effect until 1 month after its 
ratification by two. States, and it is 
not applicable in any other State un- 
til 1 month after that State’s instru- 
ment of ratification has been deposit- 
ed with the Secretariat General of 
the Arab League. 


Instruments of ratification to the 
amended agreement reportedly were 
deposited by the Republic of Egypt on 
September 17, 1955, by the Kingdom 
of Iraq on January 15, 1956, the Leb- 
anese Republic on February 5, 1956, 
and the Syrian Republic on February 
29, 1956—U. S. Emb., Beirut. 


The list of products granted cus- 
toms reductions in intra-Arab League 
trade are listed in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, April 30, 1956, page 7. 





Forward Exchange Sales 


The Central Bank of the Philippines 
has authorized forward sales of foreign 
exchange. 

In accordance with this new regula- 
tion dollars now may be purchased 
for some transactions at the current 
rate of exchange for future delivery. 

Transactions which may be covered 
by forward exchange sales include: 

eImports of industrial machinery 
and equipment approved in advance 
by the Central Bank’s Monetary Board, 

eImports of industrial machinery 
and equipment for projects recom- 
mended by the National Economic 
Council and approved by the Indus- 
trial Development Center the financ- 
ing of which has been approved by 
the Monetary Board. 

eImports of industrial machinery 
and equipment financed from credit 
granted the Philippines by the Export- 
Import Bank of Washington (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Mar. 19, 1956, p. 2). 

eOutstanding loans and/or credits 
which have been granted or which 
may be granted by U. S. banks to 
Philippine banks under arrangements 
approved by the Monetary Board. 

The purpose of the new Central 
Bank regulation is to promote greater 
use for industrial development of both 
Central Bank dollar resources and 
dollar credit from the Export-Import 
Bank. Forward exchange sales will 
eliminate risks of exchange-rate 
changes for Philippine importers and 
also will guarantee foreign creditors 
that dollars will be available when 
payments fall due. 





Jamaica Restricts Import of 
Readymade Footwear Uppers 


The Jamaican Government has re- 
stricted imports of readymade shoe 
uppers, in the interests of the local 
tanning industry, by notice No. 1572, 
March 19, 1956, except under license 
granted by the Trade Board. 

Specific footwear imports restricted 

include boots, shoes, slippers, and 
other footwear made entirely or main- 
ly from leather or imitation leather; 
women’s and children’s shoes made 
of composition soles and fabric or 
plastic uppers; and uppers of any 
type. 
Previous restrictions were an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
October 13, 1952, page 11; and Sep- 
tember 19, 1955, page 8. 





The 1955-56 main cocoa crop of the 
Gold Coast is estimated at 218,020 tons, 
a@ decrease of 1,980 tons from the 
original estimate, according to the 
U. 8S. Department of Agriculture. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Stamp Tax Charged on 
Payments by Egypt 


U. S. exporters are reminded that 
all payments made by the Egyptian 
Government, either directly or 
through an authorized person, are 
subject to stamp duties on a gradu- 
ated scale in accordance with Egyp- 
tian Stamp Duty Law No. 224 of 1951 
as amended. 

An additional duty, equal to double 
the ordinary stamp duty, is charge- 
able if the transaction involves pur- 
chases, works, tenders, supplies, and 
leases. 

In quoting bids on Egyptian Gov- 
ernment tenders for which payment 
is to be made in the United States, 
U. S. suppliers are advised that under 
Egyptian Government purchase regu- 
lations the stamp duties normally 
must be assumed by the seller. 

The following are examples of basic 
stamp duties on various sales, with 
total stamp duties shown in paren- 
theses, in U. S. dollars converted from 
official Egyptian pounds valued at 
$2.87: Sales invoiced at $287 to $336, 
$0.63 ($1.89); at $1,292 to $1,435, $2.87 
($8.61); at $2,870 to $4,305, $5.74 
($17.22); at $27,265 to $28,700, $57.40 
($172.20). For sums over $28,700 the 
basic stamp duty is increased at the 
rate of $2.87 per $2,870 increase in in- 
voice price. 





Lebanon Revises Quarantine 
Taxes on Vessels, Aircraft 


The Lebanese Government on April 
9, 1956, canceled a decree on quaran- 
tine taxes issued by the French High 
Commissioner on March 26, 1942, and 
at the same time revised quarantine 
fees and taxes related to maritime 
and aerial navigation. 

The revised quarantine taxes and 
fees, effective May 12, 1956, include 
reconnaissance fees, disinfection tax 
on vessels and aircraft, disinfection 
tax on certain imports and exports, 
tax on passengers or pilgrims, fee for 
health and vaccination certificates, 
fee for deratization of vessels, fee for 
stay in quarantine, and penalties for 
violation of quarantine requirements. 

The disinfection tax on imports or 
exports of old clothing, wool, cotton, 
jute sacks, and similar miscellaneous 
commodities amounts to L£0.50 per 
100 kilograms of weight (L£3.575—US 
$1 at the free-market rate) —U. S. 
Emb., Beirut. 

A copy of the law of April 9, 1956, 
Amending Quarantine Taxes, may be 
obtained on loan from Department 
of Commerce Field Offices. 





Chile’s maximum annual cotton- 
mill capacity has been increased from 
130,000 to 160,000 bales (500 pounds 
gross), the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture reports. 


May 28, 1956 


Japanese Act To Protect Patents 


A Japanese group interested in pat- 
ent rights protection has been estab- 
lished in Tokyo as a member of the 
International Industrial Property Pro- 
tection Association. 


The group is designed to protect 
owners of patents, designs, and trade- 
marks in accordance with the Inter- 
national Convention for Protection of 
Industrial Property. In addition to 
representing Japan’s interests in the 
protection of patent rights, the group 
will assist in industrial research in co- 
operation with the Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry and the 
Japanese Committee of the Interna- 
tional Chamber of Commerce. 


Taizo Ishizaka, head of the Federa- 
tion of Economic Organizations, has 
been elected chairman of the group. 


A Pottery Design Center also has 
been established in Japan and came 
into operation about May 1. This 
development is the result of com- 
plaints from the United States and 
other countries that Japanese potters 
are pirating their designs. 

The Center will register foreign and 
domestic pottery designs and certify 





Various Import Duties 
Changed in Lebanon 


The Lebanese High Council of Cus- 
toms in an effort to encourage local 
industry has changed import tariffs 
on various items. 


The import duty on imported raffia 
fiber, used locally to make baskets, is 
abolished. 


On air pumps and compressors for 
tire inflation the duty is raised to pro- 
vide protection for newly established 
Lebanese producers of those items. 


The classification of documentary 
motion pictures is revised to include 
microfilm reproducing scientific, cul- 
tural, and ancient works. 


A single ad valorem duty is estab- 
lished on oriental-type lock-stitched 
rugs, thereby eliminating the previous 
differentiation in duty based on num- 
ber of rows in a rug. 


Lebanese tariff items affected and 
their new duties, in percent ad valo- 
rem, and old rates, shown in paren- 
theses, are as follows: 


Effective April 16, 1956 


293. Motion picture reels and strips, and 
motion pictures: (b) Documentary pictures and 
pictures intended for health and agricultural 
propaganda; microfilm reproducing scientific, 
cultural, ancient works, and periodicals, free 
(same). (Revised classification.) 


99. Other raw products of agricultural origin 
n. e. s.: (a) Raffia fibers, free (25 percent); (b) 
others, 25 percent (same). 


Effective April 26, 1956 


828. Air pumps, compressors, fans, blowing 
machines, and other similar machines: (c 
Pumps and compressors for inflating tires, 2 
percent (free); (d) others: (1) for industrial 


as to their originality. Manufacturers 
receiving such certificates will then 
proceed to manufacture the articles 
covered by them, and the Center will 
examine the finished product and 
again certify that it is original in de- 
sign. The Japan Pottery Inspection . 
Company will accept the Center’s de- 
sign certificates but will continue to 
examine the finished products to as- 
sure that quality and quantity are in 
order. 

That its certificates may have the 
utmost validity, the Center will at- 
tempt to assemble a file of pottery de- 
signs from all over the world. 

Maintenance of such a file will re- 
quire strict cooperation from com- 
peting manufacturers in the United 
States, England, Germany, and other 
countries, but the Center hopes that 
the sincerity of their attempt to elim- 
inate Japanese pirating of designs 
will enlist such aid. 





Canada Expands Role 
Of Industrial Bank 


The Canadian House of Commons 
on May 8 passed an amendment to 
the Industrial Development Bank Act 
to increase the volume and type of 
loans which the Bank is permitted 
to make. 

The Industrial Development Bank 
was established in 1944 as a wholly 
owned subsidiary of the Bank of Can- 
ada for the purpose of extending loans 
to small and medium-size industrial 
enterprises in Canada in the field of 
manufacturing, refrigeration of goods, 
shipbuilding and repair, and electric 
power. In 1952 enterprises in the field 
of commercial air services were added 
to the list of businesses eligible to re- 
ceive loans. 

The new act broadens the field of 
eligible enterprises to- include those 
engaged in any type of. handling goods, 
as well as in mining, drilling, quarry- 
ing, logging, construction, engineering, 
and technical surveys and research, 
or in supplying buildings, machinery, 
and equipment for any of these eligi- 
ble enterprises. 

The act also raises the limit from 
$50 million to $75 million on the ag- 
gregate amount of the Bank’s loans 
exceeding $200,000 which may be out- 
standing at any time—vU. S. Emb., 
Ottawa. 





purposes, 1 percent (same); (2) for other pur- 
poses, 7.5 percent (same). 
Effective April 27, 1956 
511. oa. oriental: (a) owe ernie = 
knotted pile: (1) with 350 rows or less, 35 
cent ( .5 per square meter); (2) from Pl 
rows, 35 percent (L£15 per pune 
meter; (3) more than 450 rows, 35 percent 
{per square meter, L£50, but not less than 
pe 


rceent. 
—U. S. Emb., Beirut. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS. 





South Africa Changes 


Form for Invoicing 


The form of the certificate of origin 
incorporated in the invoice required 
by South African customs law for all 
shipments entering the Union has 
been changed. 

The change was made by Notice No. 
541 dated and published in the South 
African Government Gazette on 
March 29, to become effective 3 
months thereafter. 

The new certificate combined with 
the required certificate of value, which 
is unchanged, is reproduced as fol- 
lows: 


COMBINED CERTIFICATE OF 
VALUE AND ORIGIN 


(To be written, typed, or printed on invoices 
for goods sent to the Union) 

id éaneessaveokeees » Che (2) cccccccccceces of 
Eatisnstcccoursconcaned GFE) ccicncesedsccsedoc 
manufacturer/supplier of the goods enumer- 
ated in this invoice amounting to .........- 
hy A hereby declare that I (*) 
have the authority to make and sign this 
certificate on behalf of the aforesaid manu- 
facturer/supplier, and that I have the means 
of knowing and do hereby certify as follows: 


Value 


1. That this invoice is in all respects cor- 
rect and contains a true and full statement 
of the price actually paid or to be paid for the 
said goods, and the actual quantity thereof. 


2. That no different invoice of the goods 
mentioned in the said invoice has been or 
will be furnished to anyone; and that no ar- 
rangements or understanding affecting the 
purchase price of the said goods has been or 
will be made or entered into between the said 
exporter and purchaser, or by anyone on behalf 
of either of them, either by way of discount, 
rebate, compensation, or in any manner what- 
ever, other than as fully shown in this invoice, 
Gp a6 TOMOWS? (8) 2c oc ccccccccccceccccccccccece 


3. That the domestic values shown in the 
column headed “Current Domestic Values” 
are not less than those at which the above- 
mentioned firm or company would be pre- 
pared to supply freely to any purchaser for 
home consumption in the country of exporta- 
tion and at the date of exportation identi- 
cally similar goods in the usual wholesale 
SEE GO COP. ccc codiccsuccceccatoceseeuves 
DE. 0 i me cagneconseonene coe reent cash 
discount and that such values include/exclude 
the cost of outside packages, if any, in which 
the goods are sold in such country for dom- 
estic consumption. 

4. That the said domestic values include 
any duty leviable in respect of the goods 
before they are delivered for home consump- 
tion, and that on exportation a drawback or 





Dominican Republic Licenses 


Fruit, Vegetable Imports 


Dominican Republic importers of 
fruits, vegetables, seeds, tubers, rhi- 
zomes, bulbs, and other types of 
plants, stocks, and agricultural ma- 
terials must obtain a permit from the 
Secretary of Agriculture before enter- 
ing these items, under official notice 
of April 28, 1956, based on decree No. 
1287, June 5, 1935. 


Exporters of these products must 
insure.that Dominican importers have 
obtained the necessary import au- 
thorization before making shipments. 

Import permits originally were re- 
quired for these items by law No. 938, 
May 23, 1928—U. S. Emb., Ciudad 
Trujillo. 


10 


remission of customs/excise duty amounting to 
otachecsdvch am has been/will be allowed by 
the revenue authorities in the country of ex- 


portation. 
Origin 


(Delete 5 (a) (ii) or 5 (a) (iii) whichever is not 
applicable.) : 
5. (a) That every article mentioned in the 
said invoice has been produced or manufac- 
WE RED cccecccocuateeeecdbtdesackheuus 


an 
that in the case of the manufactured articles— 


(1) the final processes of manufacture have 
es WEE OR ED ccwecseccctcccctes : 
(ii) the expenditure in material produced 
and/or labor performed in (7) ............ _ 
calculated subject to the qualification 
hereunder, is at least twenty-five percent 
of the factory or works cost of such article 
in its finished state (see note below). 
(ili) the expenditure in material produced 
and/or ‘abor performed im (7) ........... 
is less than twenty-five percent of the 
factory or works cost of such article in 
its finished state (see note below) and that 
at least twenyt-five percent of the factory 
or works cost of the articles is repre- 
sented by material produced and/or labor 
EE GE. OPP. oh. cuccleotpinccdacee 
6. That in the calculation of such r- 
tion of produce or labor of (7) Pap nia te 
none of the following items has been in- 
cluded or considered: Manufacturer’s profit 
or remuneration of any trader, agent, broker, 
or other person dealing in the articles in 
their finished condition; royalties: cost of out- 
side packages or any cost of packing the goods 
thereinto; any cost of conveying, insuring, or 


shipping the goods subsequent to their manu- 
facture. 


Note: In the case of goods which have at 
some stage entered into the commerce of or 
undergone a proces8S of manufacture in a 
country other than the country from which 
the goods are exported to the Union, only 
that labor and material which is expended on 
or added to the goods after their return to the 
exporting country shall be regarded as pro- 
duce or manufacture of that country in cal- 
culating the proportion of that country’s labor 
and material in the factory or works cost of 
the finished article. 

Dated at 


DE d0 ands nadde ch ben eoonede day of 
/ aA 


Witness 


(1) Here insert manager, chief clerk, or as 
the case may be 

(*) Here insert name of firm or company. 

(*) Here insert name of city or country. 

(*) The words “on behalf of,” etc. should be 
omitted where the manufacturer or supplier 
himself signs the certificate. 


(*) Here insert particulars of any special ar- 
rangement. 


(*) Here insert “‘warehouse,” “factory,” or 
“port of shipment.”’ ° 

(7) Insert name of country 

(*) Here insert name of other country/terri- 
tory where materials were produced and/or 
labor performed. 

The new form replaces paragraphs 
5a, 5b, 6a, 6b, and 7 of the official form 
appearing in Department of Com- 
merce publication, Preparing Ship- 
ments to the Union of South Africa, 
World Trade Information Service, 
part 2, No. 55-17, February 1955. 

The WTIS report is available at 10 
cents a copy from Department of 
Commerce Field Offices or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 





Stabilization Measures... 


(Continued from Page 4) 
ments by the two established pro- 
ducers totaling nearly $100 million. 


Cerro de Pasco Corp. in the first 
quarter brought in specialized per- 
sonnel and equipment to begin dia- 
mond drilling at the important Rio 


W. Germany Opens 
U.S. Import Quotas 


Additional quotas have been opened 
by the West German Government for 
imports from the United States of 
emery paper and cloth, uncut precious 
and semiprecious stones, kraft paper- 
board, and kraft liner paper. 

Applications to import emery cloth 
and paper from the United States wil] 
be honored through September 30, or 
until a quota of 210,000 German marks 
is reached (4.2 German marks=US$1). 
Certificate of origin will be required, 
and reexport may be made only 
against payment in freely convertible 
currency. 

Uncut precious and semiprecious 
stones except diamonds originating in 
Brazil, Uruguay, Afghanistan, or Chile 
may be imported from the United 
States under license until a quota of 
350,000 German marks is reached, but 
applications will not be accepted after 
July 31. Reexports from Western Ger- 
many may be made only against pay- 
ment in freely convertible currency. 

Applications to import kraft paper- 
board and kraft liner paper from the 
United States will be accepted 
until an unannounced quota value is 
reached, but not after August 31. A 
certificate of origin will be required — 
U. S. Emb., Bonn. 





Blanco copper property on which it 
holds an option. Early snows impeded 
operations. 

Nitrate production in 1955 was off 
some 40,000 metric tons from the total 
of the year before. Overshadowing all 
other developments in this industry, 
however, was that of the Nitrate Ref- 
erendum which holds promise of sub- 
stantial new capital investments by 
the major producers in exchange for 
improved tax and exchange rate treat- 
ment by the Government. The ref- 
erendum was enacted into law shortly 
after the end of the quarter. 

Chile’s iron-ore production declined 
considerably in 1955, largely because 
of decreased production by Bethlehem 
Chile Iron Mines Co. which more than 
offset a sizable flurry of increased ac- 
tivity among the many smaller pro- 
ducers operating in Chile. At year’s 
end, however, Bethlehem’s new El 
Romeral mine began production and 
turned out a steadily increasing vol- 
ume of ore in the first quarter of 1956. 

Chile produced 48 percent more pe- 
troleum in 1955 than in the preceding 
year. The rate of output continued 
to increase during the first quarter 
of 1956 and by the end of that period 
stood at approximately 9,000 barrels 
a day.—U. S. Emb., Santiago. 





U. S. leaf-tobacco exports in 1955 
totaled 535 million pounds, 84 million 
more than in 1954, according to the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Investment Possibilities 


In Nigeria Cited 


Following the visit to the 
United States in March of the 
Premier of the Western Region of 
Nigeria, the government of West- 
ern Nigeria has released a bro- 
chure of general information and 
notes on investment possibilities 
in that country. 

This brochure includes discus- 
sions on the area’s geography, 
population, labor supply, public 
services, and taxation. A sepa- 
rate section discusses in detail 
the Western Region government’s 
policy on foreign capital, and 
lists investment possibilities in 
fields of industry such as textiles, 
cement, rubber, iron and steel, 
paper, and agricultural develop- 
ment. 

A copy of Notes on the West- 
ern Region of Nigeria is available 
upon request from the Invest- 
ment Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. or from any of 
the Department’s Field Offices. 











Australian Visitor To 


Study U. S. Market 


A. E. Hocking, chairman of the Di- 
rectors of Wm. Bedford, Ltd., 476 
Little Lonsdale Street, Melbourne, will 
arrive in the United States toward the 
end of June for a month’s visit to 
study U. S. production techniques in 
a variety of industries. 

Mr. Hocking would like to discuss 
with U. S. manufacturers the possi- 
bility of licensing arrangements for 
manufacture in Australia of television 
equipment, air-conditioning systems, 
orchard equipment and machinery in- 
cluding fruit-juice extraction, pre- 
fabricated housing, building materials, 
and builders’ and domestic hardware; 
and hospital plant operation. Inspec- 
tion of factory facilities in any or all 
of these industries is desired. 

Mr. Hocking’s tentative itinerary in- 
cludes New York, Washington, D. C., 
Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Fran- 
cisco; however, it is understood that 
he will consider other industrial 
centers throughout the United States 
if invitations are extended by in- 
terested firms. Complete details of 
this visit may be obtained upon re- 
quest from J. Bevan Todd, Commer- 
cial Counselor’s Office, Australian 
Embassy, 1700 Massachusetts Avenue 
NW., Washington, D. C. 


May 28, 1956 


U.S. Mission at Milan Fair Cites 
Trade Interest; Leads Reported 


The first interview records of the U. S. Trade Mission at the 35th 
International Samples Fair held in Milan, Italy, April 12-27, reveal a 
number of opportunities which may be of interest to U. S. firms. 

These opportunities have been grouped under the following general 
classifications: Licensing, import, export, and agency. A brief descrip- 


tion is given regarding the products 
needed or offered, and interested par- 
ties should correspond direct with the 
listed firms. In some instances, indi- 
cated by a symbol (*), descriptive 
leaflets and/or photographs have been 
supplied by the Italian firm and may 
be obtained on loan from the Trade 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms-are available, or will 
be prepared upon request, and may be 
obtained by qualified U. S. firms for 
$1 each from BFC’s Commercial In- 
telligence Division, or through the 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices (listed on p. 2). The usual 
precautions should be taken and the 
Department of Commerce can assume 
no responsibility for transactions un- 
dertaken with any of the listed firms. 


Licensing Opportunities: 


Comiel Industrial Chemical Prod- 
ucts, Ltd., Corso Concordia 8, Milan, 
is interested in a licensing arrange- 
ment to manufacture in Italy chem- 
ical products for the paint and var- 
nish industry, and for the food in- 
dustry. (See also announcement un- 
der Agency Opportunities.) 

Electa, s. p. a., Via della Pergola 4, 
Lecco (Como), wishes to manufac- 
ture in Italy under a U. S. license an 
electric household washing machine. 

Dott. Angelo Pizzocaro (physician 
specializing in radiology), Via S. Dal- 
mazia 6, Saronno (Varese), is in- 
terested in selling his patented proc- 
ess for the protection of fabrics 
against X-ray and atomic irradia- 
tions. 

Ing. Piero Stella, Via Sottile 10, 
Novara, wishes to manufacture in 
Italy under U. S. license a hot-water 
meter of which the reading must 
show both consumption and tempera- 
ture of water consumed. 


Varvel Co., Strada Maggiore 25, 
Bologna, is interested in a licensing 
arrangement with a U. S. firm for the 
manufacture in the United States of 
variable speed reducers used on motors 
of from 0.5 hp. to 15 hp.; speeds re- 
duced from half input to zero. (See 
also announcement under Import Op- 
portunities.) 


Import Opportunities: 
L’Armonica Co. (manufacturer), 
Stradella, Pavia, wishes to export di- 





rect or through agent all types of ac- 
cordions; also willing to manufac- 
ture accordions bearing buyer’s name. 

Ausonia (manufacturer), Via Zara 
43, Brescia, wishes to export preci- 
sion drill chucks of nickel chrome 
steel hardened throughout body; case 
hardened at 62-64 Rockwell; jaws 66 
Rockwell; jaws splined to assure cen- 
tralization and prevent binding of 
tools; concentricity 0.0002; self-tight- 
ening and easy to free tools. Leaflet 
in Italian available.* 

Emilio Barth (agent), Via Goffredo 
Mameli 48, Milan, wishes to export 
direct a soldering machine with auto-- 
matic forwarding feeder for tin wire 
by means of driving foot. The ma- 
chine reportedly increases hourly pro- 
duction 50 per cent. Patented in Italy; 
U. S. patent may be obtained. 

Angelo Becchetti, Lumezzane, S. A., 
Brescia, wishes to export direct or 
through agent door hardware; will also 
manufacture these items to buyers’ 
specifications and designs. 

Renzo Campedelli, Viale Monreale 
91, Modena, wishes to export wooden 
toys. 

Electa, s. p. a., Via della Pergola 4, 
Lecco (Como), wishes to export gas 
and coal stoves. Photograph available.* 

Fargas, s. p. a. (manufacturer), Via 
Trivulzio 12, Milan, wishes to export 
gas stoves and water heaters. Illus- 
trated leaflets and price list available.* 

L. Primizio Gandolfi, Via Alfani 36, 
Florence, wishes to export Florentine 
straw and leather handicraft includ- 
ing skirts, hats, handbags, giftware, 
etc. 

Legnami Pasotti SpA. Via M. 
d’Azeglio 6, Brescia, wishes to export 
prefabricated houses. Catalog in Ital- 
ian and photographs available.* 

Lubo Co., Piazza Duse 1, Milan, 
wishes to export corrugated reinforced 
plastic panels. 

Mordem Co., Via Crocefisso 12, Reg- 
gio Calabria, wishes to export patented 
underwater fishing guns. ‘'llustrated 
leaflet available.* 

Fabbrica Nazionale Seghette da 
Metallo, s.p.a. (manufacturer), Viale 
Caldara 31, Milan, wishes to export 
direct or through agent hack saw 
blades. Catalog and price list in Ital- 
ian available.* 


P. & F. Serpe, s.r.l., Supportico Pro- 
(Continued on Page 13) 
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Foreign Governments Invite Bids Bidding Reopened for 


The following governments, through 
their authorized procurement agen- 
cies, are inviting tenders for a number 
of items of potential interest to U. S. 
suppliers. 

Supplemental data, such as bidding 
instructions and specifications, are 
available for review on loan from 
the Trade Development Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Ceylon: 


Supply and delivery of 5,000 long 
tons of rock gypsum suitable for the 
manufacture of portland cement, bid 
deadline June 1. Tenders invited by 
the Government Cement Factory, 
Kankesanthurai.* 

Sulfadiazine, B. P., 7 million tablets; 
sulfaguanidine, B. P., 4 million tablets; 
sulfadimidine, B. P., 1 million tablets; 
sulfanilamide powder, 3,000 pounds; 
phtalylsulfathiazole, 500,000 tablets; 
procaine penicillin, 50,000 vials; crys- 
tallin penicillin, 2.2 million vials; 
procaine and adrenalin, 360,000 am- 
poules; bid deadline June 5. Tenders 
invited by the Chairman, Tender 
Board, Ministry of Health, P. O. Box 
500, Colombo.* 


Greece: 


Spare parts for Wilcox-type trans- 
mitters, bid deadline June 15; and 
2,707 pieces of radio tubes, June 22. 
Bids invited by the Civil Aviation 
Service of the Ministry of Communi- 
cations and Public Works, 16 Nikiforou 
Street NW., Washington, D. C. 

Additional information and assist- 
ance to prospective bidders may be 





Damodar Valley Corporation 
Invites Bids on Equipment 


Tenders for the design, manufac- 
ture, supply, and delivery of 3 intake 
gates, 2 sets of intake-gate frames and 
guides, 2 sets of intake-gate hoists, 
and 2 sets of operating equipment for 
the Panchet Hill project are invited 
until July 2 by the Controller of 
Purchase and Stores, Damodar Valley 
Corporation, Anderson House, Alipore, 
Calcutta 27, India. 

Steam generators, dust collectors, 
fans, main steam piping, combustion 
control, feed pumps, and acessories are 
required for 50/75-megawatt Bokaro 
fourth unit. Bids must reach the Dep- 
uty Chief Electrical Engineer, Engi- 
neering and Research, Damodar Val- 
ley Corporation, at the given address, 
not later than July 16. 

Copies of tender specifications and 
other documents related to these 
projects are available for review on 
loan from the Trade Development Di- 
vision, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 


obtained from the Greek Foreign 
Trade Administration, 729 15th 
Street NW., Washington, D. C. 


New Zealand: 


Lubricating oils, including crankcase 
oils, and greases required by Govern- 
ment departments throughout New 
Zealand during the period February 
1, 1957—January 31, 1960, bid deadline 
August 1. Tenders invited by Govern- 
ment Stores Board, Box 5067, Welling- 
ton. Specification G. S. B. No. 166 
available.* 


Southern Rhodesia: 


Quotations on instruments for meas- 
uring traffic noises, wanted by the 
Federal Government’s Division of 
Roads and Road Traffic, Salisbury. 
Interested suppliers may wish to com- 
municate direct with the Division of 
Roads and Road Traffic, sending de- 
scriptive brochures. 


Scot Official Visits 
U. S. To Boost Trade 


Lord Polwarth, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Scottish 
Council of Development and Industry, 
is concluding a month’s tour of the 
United States and Canada, to explore 
possibilities for expanding Scottish- 
American trade and promoting U. S. 
investments in Scotland. 

The Scottish Council has been ac- 
tive in the United States for a number 
of years as a source of information and 
point of contact for U. S. firms in- 
terested in the development of Scot- 
tish industry. The present visit of 
Lord Polwarth was designed primarily 
to interest U. S. manufacturers in the 
establishment in Scotland of enter- 
prises in the fields of electronics, 
plastics, and the peaceful uses of 
atomic energy. 

Lord Polwarth’s party visited New 
York, Washington, D. C., Columbus 
(Ohio), Detroit, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Seattle before de- 
parting for Canada. 

Firms interested in detailed infor- 
mation on the activities of the Scot- 
tish Council are invited to address 
their requests to the Council, 587 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 








U. S. combined wheat and flour ex- 
ports in the first 8 months of the 
1955-56 marketing season—July-Feb- 
ruary—were slightly below a year ago, 
according to the U..S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

Grain exports totaled 139 million 
bushels, compared with 148 million in 
the preceding year, and flour exports 
increased to 32 million bushels (grain 
equivalent) from 28 million. 


lraq Housing Project 


Tenders on the construction of the 
Surchinar cement factory housing 
scheme again are invited until June 
26, by the Development Board and 
Ministry of Development in Baghdad. 


The project involves construction 
of 400 houses of different types and 
community facilities such as road con- 
struction, water supply, sewerage, and 
electricity. 


Two copies of the bidding docu- 
ments may be obtained from the Di- 
rectorate General of Legal Affairs and 
Contracts, Ministry of Development, 
Baghdad, for 25 Iraqi dinars (1 dinar= 
US$2.80), not refundable. Persons or 
firms who submitted bids under the 
original invitation will be supplied 
copies of the documents free of charge 
on request. A preliminary deposit of 
10,000 dinars must accompany the bid. 


A copy of the bid advertisement 
published in the Iraq Times of May 
7, 1956, is available for review on loan 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. §. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, February 27, 
1956, page 9. 





Australian Firm Seeks 


License Arrangements 


Scott & Browne (Australasia), Ltd, 
P. O. Box 40, Surry Hills, Sydney, 
manufacturer of pharmaceuticals and 
toiletries, is interested in obtaining 
licenses from U. S. producers for the 
manufacture in Australia of feeding 
supplements for livestock, of both the 
vitamin and mineral and the anti- 
biotic type. 

Although the production of this 
type of commodity is virtually new in 
Australia, research reportedly has 
demonstrated a need for this supple- 
mental diet for the livestock of that 
country. 


The firm is said to have excess plant 
capacity for the expansion of its 
present line of products, and to have 
laboratory facilities for specification 
and stability tests of products under 
local climatic conditions. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with F. Austin Mackell, 
the firm’s manager, at the address in 
Sydney. A World Trade Directory re- 
port on Scott & Browne (Australasia), 
Ltd., is available to qualified U. S. 
firms from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Lebanese Airline May 
Buy Equipment 

Air Liban, Esseyli Bldg., As- 
sour Square, P. O. Box 1243, Bei- 
rut, is contemplating the ac- 
quisition of additional aircraft, 
preferably four-engined equip- 
ment, for both passenger and 
cargo work. 

The airline would appreciate 
receiving quotations from U. 8S. 
aircraft manufacturers and sup- 
pliers, including suggestions for 
financing the purchase. The 
company also wishes advice as 
to types of airplanes most suit- 
able to their operations. 

Interested firms are invited to 
correspond with Basil Meguer- 
diche, general manager of Air 
Liban. 














Firm in Belgium Offers 
Service to Investors 


Union Chimique Belge, 61 Avenue 
Louise, Brussels, one of the largest 
chemical manufacturers and research 
organizations in Western Europe, has 
announced the establishment of an 
economic documentation section as a 
part of its engineering and construc- 
tion department, to assist U. S. in- 
vestors interested in setting up manu- 
facturing facilities in Belgium or other 
countries in Western Europe. 

The firm is prepared to offer com- 
plete surveys on markets, raw mate- 
rials, production costs, labor, potential 
profits, possible financing arrange- 
ments, and to serve for the investor 
in all administrative, monetary, and 
fiscal matters. 

Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond direct with the economic 
documentation section of the firm at 
the Brussels address. A World Trade 
Directory report on Union Chimique 
Belge is available to qualified U. S. 
firms from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., for $1. 


U.S. Mission... 
(Continued from Page 11) 


copia 1, Torre del Greco, Naples, wishes 
to export costume jewelry of coral, 
cameos, mother-of-pearl, etc. 

Felice Tabacchi, Corso Palestro 6, 
Turin, wishes to export hand-deco- 
rated items. Decorations of any sizes 
are made on silk fabrics, leather, por- 
celain, and metals. Sample of silk 
item available.* 

Felice Tabacchi, Corso Palestro 6, 
Turin, wishes to export ground aro- 
matic herbs. 

Varvel Co., Strada Maggiore 25, 
Bologna, wishes to export variable 
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speed reducers used on motors of from 
0.5 hp. to 15 hp. motors; speeds re- 
duced from half input to zero, Illus- 
trated and descriptive leaflets in Ital- 
ian available.* (See also announce- 
ment under Licensing: Opportunities.) 

Export Opportunity: 

Pagliai & Castelli (reclaimers), Via 
Montenevoso 7, Milan, wishes to im- 
port equipment for reclaiming used 
films to obtain triacetate of cellulose; 
also wishes information regarding the 
uses of triacetate of cellulose in the 
United States. 


Agency Opportunities: 


Anticoli & Balelli, Largo Argentina 
9, Rome, wishes to obtain agency for 
television sets and househld refriger- 
ators. 

Emilio Barth, Via Goffredo Mameli 
48, Milan, wishes to obtain agency for 
soldering tin wire, machine tools, and 
eyelet machines. 

CABEM, Via Prospero Finzi 10, 
Milan, seeks agency from U. S. manu- 
facturer of counters for prospecting 
uranium. 

Comiel Industrial Chemical Prod- 
ucts, Ltd., Corso Concordia 8, Milan, 
seeks agency from U. S. manufacturer 
of chemical products for the paint 
and varnish industry, and for the 
food industry. (See also announce- 
ment under Licensing Opportunities.) 

Funken Co., Via Cesariano 10, Mi- 
lan, seeks agency from U. S. manufac- 
turer of electric shavers and manicure 
sets. 

Hulls & Capelli, Via Donizetti 55, 
Milan, seeks agency from U. S. manu- 
facturers of industrial chemicals, 
plasticizers, dyestuffs; also raw mate- 
rial for the paper industry, except 
paper pulp. 

Dr. Mario Molina, Via Ughetti 5, 


Catania, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of pharmaceutical 
products. Sales organization covers 


Sicily and Calabria. 


Cornelio Negro Co., Via Isonzo 35, 
Turin, seeks agency from U. S. manu- 
facturers of check gages for measur- 
ing the thickness of plating (nickel, 
chrome, copper) on galvanized prod- 
ucts. 

Dr. Osvaldo Nocetti, Via Martesano 
8, Genoa, seeks agency from U. S. 
manufacturers of foodstuffs, agricul- 
tural machinery, and building con- 
struction machinery and materials. 


Agostino Rossi, Via Meloria 16, Mi- 
lan, seeks agency on commission basis 
from U. S. manufacturers of machine 
tools and textile machinery. 


U. S. rice exports in February 
showed a moderate increase over Jan- 
uary, the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture reports. 


Largest exports in the month were 
217,000 bags of broken rice to French 
West Africa and 187,000 bags of milled 
rice, containing over 25 whole kernels, 
to Cuba. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 

World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
subject to prevailing laws and regula- 
tions in this country and abroad. 

Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able as indicated by symbol (*). Firms 
domiciled in the United States may 
obtain this material on Joan from the 
Trade Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


Paints and Varnishes: 

France — Etablissements Bouchillou 
Freres (manufacturer, wholesaler, re- 
tailer specializing in different types 
of paints, emulsions, varnishes, lac- 
quers, and related products), Usine de 
l’Alba, rue Millet, Bergerac, Dordogne, 
is interested in purchasing from a 
U. S. firm licensing or patent rights 
covering good-quality marine paints, 
and road emulsions and paints; may 
consider also a mutually profitable 
licensing arrangement for production 
in its plant at Bergerac these same 
paints. Correspondence preferably in 
French, but will use English. 


Pharmaceuticals: 

England—Boots Pure Drug Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter 
of pharmaceuticals and toilet prepara- 
tions), Station St., Nottingham, is 
interested in a licensing arrangement 
with U. S. manufacturers of proprie- 
tary preparations with a view to man- 
ufacturing such products in the United 
Kingdom, and wishes patents, proces- 
ses, and techniques for same. Company 
owns factories engaged in the manu- 
facture of pharmaceutical goods, fine 
chemicals, antibiotics, medical prod- 
ucts, etc., and also maintains its own 
printing, shopfitting, engineering, 
maintenance, and architect’s depart- 
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medium-speed diesel engines of 250 
to 1,000 b.hp. 

Educational Films: 

Morocco —Swiss Intercontinental 
Trading (importer and dealer of movie 
cameras and watches; amateur film 
producer), 124 Menendez y Pelayo, 
Tangier, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 3,000 ft. of developed 
color/black and white 16-mm. films 
showing aspects of Moroccan life; 
sound ribbon delivered separately. 

Essential Oils: 

Italy—Esperis S. A. (producer, ex- 
porter), Via Ambrogio Binda 29, Milan, 
wishes to export essential oils includ- 
ing citrus (lemon, mandarin, orange), 
lavender, and peppermint; natural 
juices of lemon and orange; floral 
essences of jasmin, orange flower, 
neroli, petitgrain bigarade pays, and 
rose; compound essences for perfum- 
ery and soaps, and natural fruit- 
juice concentrates for beauty treat- 
ment of skin. 


Furniture: 
France—SARL Bebejoie (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler), 57/59 rue St- 


Thierry, Reims (Marne), wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent folding, 
lightweight, compact, metal and mul- 
ticolor-striped-canvas stools. 

Glass: 

Brazil—Arte Moderna e Decorativa 
Arte-Viva, Ltda. (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Rua Sargento 
Silva Nunes 411, Rio de Janeiro, wishes 
to export direct glass, painted by a 
special process, with decorative ab- 
stracts of coral work; sizes, thickness, 
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windows (art) for churches, cathe- 
drals, and home decoration; also deco- 
rated leaded glass windows and wall 
mirrors. 

Gloves: 

Hong Kong—Sunlight & Co. (manu- 
facturer, wholesaler, exporter), Room 
19 Kayamally Bldg., wishes to export 
direct or through agent 4,000 doz. 
monthly of ladies’ nylon gloves. Photo- 
graphs and price list available.* 

Handicraft: 

India—D. Awat & Co. (exporter) , Hill 
View, 25 Hughes Road, Bombay 7, 
wishes to export direct handicraft of 
all types including Zari embroidered 
bags, belts, cigarette and eyeglass 
cases, ivory articles, handloom silk 
saris and stoles, and related items. 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 

Hides and Skins: 

Thailand—Chai Heng Lee Partner- 
ship, Ltd. (export merchant), 767-771 
Tha Din Daeng, Dhonburi, wishes to 
export direct or through agent first- 
and second-grade dried deerskins 
weighing from 1 lb. up, averaging 1.7 
Ibs. per piece; also, dried elkskins, 
weighing from 5 lbs. up, averaging 9 
or 10 lbs. 

Current World Trade Directory re- 
port being prepared. 

Leather: 


France—A. Grosjean Fils & Cie 
(manufacturer, exporter), Le Thillot 
(Vosges), wishes to export through 
agents in Boston, New York, Philadel- 
phia, St. Louis, Chicago, and Los 
Angeles tanned leather, including box- 


—_— 
* ment. Booklet describing the organiza- calf, saddle, belting, and leather used 
tion available.* Sotd Seeks Bid in textile machinery. direc 
r we c e “ a on Machinery and Equipment: oo 
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d to export direct or through agent desert road from Aqaba to Am- spring hammers; special machines for chas 
1 stiff and semistiff, white, gray, and man will be issued about. June paper industries; plate stretching ma- freez 
black Indian bristles. ist. chines; ingot cutters and millers. Cl 
| Current World Trade Directory re- Present plans call for issuing Mica: Ca 
t port being prepared. invitations to only 3 or 4 firms India — Daudayal Mohta (mine (ma 
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I quantities of stainless-steel cutlery, door windows (especially furniture design. wis! 
it, manicure, and shaving sets. Illustrated doors), on walls, and for other decora- Pl ! a: 3-k' 
| and descriptive leaflet available.* tive purposes. Evolan 4-8 3B &N Landa ( line 
i Diesel Engines: France—Etablissements Dagrant , pe a ae ro a woul tion 
it Austria — Maschinenfabrik Andritz (manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), acturer, exporter), ge orks, sho 
ik Arnold Road, Bow, London, E. 3, wishes ie 
fi Actiengesellschaft (manufacturer, ex- 12-16 rue Tiffonet, Bordeaux, Gironde, pa 
Hi , to export direct or through agent Int 
Hh porter), 66 Reichsstrasse, Graz-And- Wishes to export direct or through Fy aiich oak plywood to s ecifications. 
ritz, wishes to export through agent gents very good quality stained-glass “"® ad ° ind 


Pumps: 

Austria — Maschinenfabrik Andritz 
Actiengesellschaft (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 66 Reichsstrasse, Graz-And- 
ritz, wishes to export through agents 
centrifugal pumps of medium and 
large capacity. 


Shoes: 
Hong Kong—Shanghai Progress Shoe 
Factory (manufacturer, wholesaler, 


exporter), 76 Castle Peak Road, Kow- 
loon, wishes to export direct or 
through agent 30,000 pairs of em- 
broidered and beaded ladies’ slippers 
made of imitation suede and satin, 
sizes from 3 to 10. Samples, photo- 
graph, and price list available.* 

Steel Products: 

Germany—Stahlwerk Unna, Mueller 
& Co. KG. (manufacturer, exporter), 
117 Massener Strasse, Unna/Westtf., 
wishes to export direct high-quality 
drawn and cold rolled steel. Leaflets 
available.* 

Toys: 

Hong Kong — Oriental Trading 
(H. K.) Co. (exporter, wholesaler. com- 
mission merchant), 415 Hongkong 
Hotel Bldg., P. O. Box 2478, wishes to 
export direct or through agent 5,000 to 
10,000 gross monthly of plastic and 
rubber dolls. Samples, photograph, and 
price list available.* 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Advertising Media: 

Thailand—Groarke & Co., Ltd. (ad- 
vertising agency), 1285 Toh Lane, New 
Road, Bangkok, wishes to purchase 
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direct calendars, and/or other adver- 
tising novelties. 

Air-conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment: 

Saudi Arabia —Mohamed Abdulatif 
Al-Manai & Bros. (building contrac- 
tor, importer and dealer, general mer- 
chant), Doha, Qatar, wishes to pur- 
chase direct air-conditioners and 
freezers. 

Clothing: 


Canada—Maple Leaf Hosiery Reg’d. 
(manufacturer), 865 Ste. Marguerite, 
Trois Rivieres, P. Q., seeks direct pur- 
chase of stretch nylon hosiery for 
men, and is interested in obtaining a 
line of hosiery not already sold in 
Canada. 


Electrical Supplies and Equipment: 


Egypt—The International Office for 
Trade and Industrial Development 
(Major General Hafez A. Mowafy, 
retired) (commission merchant), 52 
Soliman Gohar St., Dokki, Cairo, 
wishes to purchase direct 30 units of 
3-kw. generating sets, 2-cylinder, gaso- 
line-driven, 60-cycle, 115-volt. Quota- 
tions c. i. f. Jidda, Saudi Arabia, 
should include a 2% commission to be 
paid by U. S. exporter directly to the 
International Office for Trade and 
Industrial Development, Cairo. 

India—Calcutta (E & M) Engineers, 
Ltd. (marine, mechanical, and elec- 
trical engineers), 27-2c Strand Road, 
Calcutta, wishes to purchase direct 
the following: 10 tons high-grade 
transformer sheet; porcelain bushing, 
outdoor type, 750 pcs. for 11 kv., 800 
pes. for 4 kv.; and 5,000 lbs. copper 
wire for h. t., s. w. g., enameled single 
cotton covered, and 5,000 copper wire 
for 1. t., paper insulated. 


Saudi Arabia — Mohamed Abdulatif 
Al-Manai & Bros. (building contractor, 
importer and dealer, general mer- 
chant), Doha, Qatar, wishes to pur- 
chase direct washing machines and 
floor polishers. 

Machinery: 


France—Etablissements Dagrant 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 
12-16 rue Tiffonet, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to receive descriptive pam- 
phlets and price lists covering glass 
machinery for cutting, grinding, bevel- 
ing, shaping, and other operations. 


India—Advani Private, Ltd. (manu- 
facturer’s agent), 3D Garstin Place, 
Calcutta 1, seeks direct purchase of 
machinery and/or technical assistance 
for the manufacture of _ surgical 
Plasters in spools of B. P. or U. S. P. 
standard, including zinc oxide plasters, 
elastic adhesive plasters, and other 
medicated plasters. 

Naval Stores: 

Netherlands—G. C. Rutteman & Co. 
(importing distributor, manufacturer’s 
agent), 132 Meent, Rotterdam, wishes 
to purchase direct in regular shipments 
from 5 to 50 metric tons of crude tall 
oil; distilled tall oil containing 5, 10, 
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and up to 30 rosin acids; tall oil rosin; 
and fractionated tall oil and deriva- 
tives. 

Radios: 


Saudi Arabia —Mohamed Abdulatif 
Al-Manai & Bros. (building contrac- 
tor, importer and dealer, general mer- 
chant), Doha, Qatar, wishes to pur- 
chase direct radios. 

Seeds, Bulbs, and Nursery Stock: 

Thailand — Chia Tai Seed Co. (im- 
porting distributor, manufacturer), 102 
Songwad Road, Bangkok, wishes to 
purchase direct various types and 
sizes of rose trees. Interested firms 
should forward brochures. 

Textiles: 


Thailand—We Hua Trading Co. (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler), 672/4-5 
Hongkong Bank Lane, Bangkok, 
wishes to purchase direct cotton and 
nylon yard goods suitable for sum- 
merweight clothing. 

Tires: 


Egypt—The International Office for 
Trade and Industrial Development 
(Major General Hafex A. Bowafy, re- 
tired) (commission merchant), 52 
Soliman Gohar St., Dokki, Cairo, 
wishes to purchase direct the follow- 
ing tires and tubes: 500 tires, 600 x 16, 
6-ply, 750 tubes; 200 tires, 650 x 16, 6- 
ply, 400 tubes; 50 tires, 700 x 16, 6-ply, 
350 tubes; 400 tires, 900 x 16, 10-ply, 
600 tubes; 300 tires, 1050 x 16, 10-ply, 
450 tubes; 100 tires, 1100 x 20, 14-ply, 
200 tubes; 500 tires, 825 x 20, 12-ply, 
800 tubes; 500 tires, 1000 x 20, 14-ply, 
800 tubes; 200 tires, 750 x 20, 12-ply, 
300 tubes; 150 tubes, 670 x 15; 300 
tubes, 750 x 16; and 450 tubes, 1100 x 
18. 

Quotations c. i. f. Jidda, Saudi 
Arabia, should include a 2% commis- 
sion to be paid by U. S. exporter di- 
rectly to the International Office for 
Trade and Industrial Development, 
Cairo. 





Osaka Mission Cites 
Trade Leads 


Many Japanese firms are in- 
terested in establishing new 
trading connections with the 
United States, according to the 
interview records prepared by 
the U. S. Mission to the Third 
International Trade Fair held in 
Osaka, April 8-22, 1956. 

A list of these firms, including 
name, address, and commodity 
of interest, may be obtained from 
the Trade Development Division, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

A full report on the 1956 U. S. 
Trade Mission to Japan appeared 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 21, 1956, page 10. 











Waste Waste: 

India—Calcutta ware Store (im- 
porter), 110/1 Amherst St., Calcutta 9, 
seeks direct purchase of steel sheet 
waste waste (cold rolled and hot rol- 
led, annealed). 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES © 


Air-conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment: 

British West Indies—Scott Brothers, 
Ltd. (importer, distributor, retailer), 
105 Harbour St., Kingston, Jamaica, 
seeks agency for standard U. 8S. type 
of room air-conditioners, freezers, and 
household refrigerators. 

Automotive Parts: 

Union of South Africa—Bell Agencies 
(Pty.), Ltd. (factory agent), P. O. Box 
677, Johannesburg, seeks sole factory 
representative from U. S. manufac- 
turers of automobiles spares and ac- 
cessories. 

Chemicals: 

Germany—Adolph Gleue (manufac- 
turer’s agent, importing distributor), 
6-8 Kajen, Hamburg, seeks agency for 
all heavy chemicals. 

Communications Equipment: 

Israel — Electronic Equipment Dis- 
tribution and Development (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 6 Ibn Gavirol St., P. O. 
Box 4277, Tel Aviv, seeks agency for, 
teleprinters and radio teletype links 
and associated equipment especially 
for airport and aviation control. 

Curios, Novelties, and Handicraft: 

Union of South Africa—E. G. Black 
(manufacturer’s agent, importing dis- 
tributor), P. O. Box 1648, Durban, 
seeks agency for china and porcelain 
household ornaments, as well as dec- 
orative household novelties in general. 

Electrical Appliances: 


Peru —Negociacion Italo - Peruana, 
S. A. (importing distributor, manu- 
facturer’s agent), Jiron A. Miro Que- 
sada 470-474, Lima, seeks agency for 
electrical household appliances, in- 
cluding refrigerators (3 to 12 cu. ft.), 
cooking stoves and ranges (3- and 4- 
plate models), washing machines (4% 
and 9 Ibs.), and small dehumidifiers. 

Union of South Africa—Gilman & 
Co. (Africa)(Pty.), Ltd. (manufac- 
turer’s agent, importing distributor), 
P. O. Box 904, Durban, seeks agency 
for household electrical appliances, 
such as toasters, coffee percolators, 
kettles, and irons. 

Elevators: 

Peru—Julio J. Gallese C. (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 982 Plaza San Martin, 
Casilla 317, Lima, seeks agency for 
building elevators. 

Essential Oils: 

Italy—Esperis S. A. (producer, ex- 
porter), 29 Via Ambrogio Binda, Milan, 
seeks exclusive agency from producers 
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of synthetic products for perfumery 
and chemicals. 


Fats and Oils: 


Germany—Walther Fischer (manu- 
facturer’s agent, broker), 10 Gertru- 
denkirchhof, Hamburg, seeks agency 
for crude cottonseed oil, linseed oil, 
soybean oil, menhaden fish oils, and 
all grades and varieties of tallows. 

Foodstuffs: 

Cuba—Juan Riba Cusine, P. O. Box 
574, Peralejo 660 (altos), Santiago de 
Cuba, Oriente, seeks agency for Aus- 
tralian brown onions; first-class 
beans, including red kidney, Great 
Northern, pintos, and pink; and first- 
and second-class lard and salted pork. 

Glassware: 

Union of South Africa—E. G. Black 
(manufacturer’s agent, importing dis- 
tributor), P. O. Box 1648, Durban, 
seeks agency for glassware, particu- 
larly cut glass, crystal, and better 
grades of household glassware. 

Naval Stores: 

Germany—Walther Fischer (manu- 
facturer’s agent, broker), 10 Gertru- 
denkirchhof, Hamburg, seeks agency 
for gum and wood rosin, tall-oil rosin, 
and rosin specialties; and gum and 
wood turpentine, pine oil, and dipen- 
tene. 

Plastic Products: 

Austria—Dipl. Ing. Otto Herzl (sales 


‘agent for chemicals and dyestuffs), 


39 Thimiggasse, Vienna XVIII, seeks 
agency for plastic products, such as 
sheeting, tubing, hose, rods, extruded 
shapes from polyvinylchloride, poly- 
ethylene, and other plastic materials; 
compression molding compounds; and 
special plastic articles. 

Union of South Africa—H. J. Milton 
& Co. (manufacturer’s agent), 7 Plow- 
right Bldg., Plowright Lane, Durban, 
seeks agency for plastic sheets, par- 
ticularly plastic sheets suitable for 
kitchen curtains, etc., and cotton- 
backed plastic sheets with printed 
designs for covering radio sets, etc. 

Rubber Products: 


Austria—Dipl. Ing. Otto Herzl (sales 


‘agent for chemicals and dyestuffs), 


39 Thimiggasse, Vienna XVIII, wishes 
to obtain agency for raw and aux- 
iliary materials for the rubber in- 
dustry, such as synthetic rubber, car- 
bon black, fillers, aging-resistant 
materials, and accelerators for vul- 
canizing; and rubber products, such 
as hydraulic brake hose (also wire 
reinforced), gloves for electricians, 
hard-rubber sheets, rods and pipe, 
conveyor belts, and rubber thread. 

Water Heaters: 

British West Indies—Scott Brothers, 
Ltd. (importer, distributor, retailer), 
105 Harbour St., Kingston, Jamaica, 
wishes to obtain agency for standard 
U. S. type water heaters. 
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FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








Australia—L. J. Smith, representing 
Cyclone Forgings Pty., Ltd. (manufac- 
turer of metal fencing, wire, and tube 
products), Harper St., Abbotsford, Vic- 
toria, is interested in the purchase of 
and in technical information on 
hickory and Oregon timber; inspecting 
new equipment and developments in 
the drop forging industry; and in ne- 
gotiating for the manufacturing rights 
in Australia for drop forged hand tools 
excluding hammers. 

Was scheduled to arrive May 10, via 
San Francisco, for a visit of 9 weeks. 
U. S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioner, 206 Sansome St., San 
Francisco, Calif., and 636 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N. Y. Itinerary: San Fran- 
cisco, Memphis, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, Cincinnati, Cleveland, St. 
Louis, Detroit, Milwaukee, Buffalo, 
Tiffin (Ohio), and Los Angeles. 


Germany —- Dieter Schuette, repre- 
senting Dueltgen & Schuette, Duelt- 
gental, Solingen-Wald, is interested in 
visiting producers of metal goods, pri- 
marily umbrella frames and_ steel 
tubes, and wishes to obtain technical 
information pertaining to the sale of 
umbrella furniture produced by his 
firm for the U. S. market. Was sched- 
uled to arrive May 16, via New York, 
for a visit of 6 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Trade and Indus- 
try Tours Association, Inc., South Ferry 
Bldg., 6 State St., New York 4, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 
and other cities. 

India—Lalitmohan Narotamdas, rep- 
resenting Narotamdas Chunilal & Co. 
(textile engineer, mill store supplier, 
importer, manufacturers’ representa- 
tive handling textile machinery, parts, 
and supplies), Motilal Mansion, Ka- 
pasia Bazar, Ahmedabad 2, is inter- 
ested in obtaining representation of 
U. S. manufacturers of textile and in- 
dustrial machinery and parts, as .well 
as technical information on latest 
developments in the manufacture of 
textile and industrial machinery. 
Scheduled to arrive June 1, via New 
York, for a visit of 3 months. 

U. S. address: c/o American Express 
Co., 65 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York, Philadelphia, 
Washington, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, Sheboygan (Wis.), Los 
Angeles, and San Francisco. 

Netherlands—J. A. Pool, representing 
Hart Hibbrig & Greeve, N. V. (im- 
porter of automotive vehicles, electric 
equipment), 91 Parkstraat, The Hague, 
is interested in establishing business 
relations with U. S. manufacturers, 
particularly in the electric household 
equipment lines. Was scheduled to ar- 


rive May 7, via New York, for a visit 
of 4 to 5 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Holland-America 
Line, 29 Broadway, New York 6, N. Y, 
Itinerary: New York, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, and Detroit. 

New Zealand—David A. Syme, repre- 
senting David A. Syme & Co., Ltd., 64 
Dixon St., Wellington, is interested in 
all types of commodities, mainly as- 
sociated with hardware, tools, sport- 
ing goods, etc., which can be imported 
into New Zealand. Was scheduled to 
arrive May 20, via San Francisco, for 
a month’s visit. 


U. S. address: c/o Robertshaw Ful- 
ton Controls Co., 110 East Otterman 
St., Greensburg, Pa. Itinerary: Greens- 
burg (Pa.), New York and other cities, 

Peru—Mario Brescani Broggi, repre- 
senting self, Independencia 1150, San 
Isidro, Lima, is interested in leasing a 
hotel building in Lima to a hotel op- 
erating company. Was scheduled to 
arrive May 20, via Miami, for a visit of 
3 weeks. 


U. S. address: c/o Peruvian Em- 
bassy, 1320 16th St. NW., Washington, 
D. C. Itinerary: Miami, May 20-22; 
Washington, May 23-24; New York, 
May 24-28; Chicago, May 29-June 1; 
San Francisco, June 2-7; and Los 
Angeles, June 7-10. 


Turkey—Fehmi Bascglu, represent- 
ing Yalcin Ticaret T. A. S., Hobyar 
Han 501-505, Azirefendi Cad., Istan- 
bul, is interested in obtaining U. §, 
capital for the establishment in Tur- 
key of a wood distillation factory; also 
interested in the export of rose oil and 
gum styrax to the United States. Was 
scheduled to arrive May 20, via New 
York, for a visit of 45 days. 


U. S. address: c/o Ahmet Cemil Erk, 
180 Central Park South, New York 19, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Chicago, De- 
troit, and Washington. 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
graphed copies may be obtained by 
firms domiciled in the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is $2 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are pref- 
aced by a brief review of basic 
trade and industry data collected 
in making the compilations. 


Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Bolivia. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Finland. 

Bag and Bagging Importers, Dealers, 
and Manufacturers—Panama. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Portugal. 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 








BOAC To Review Its 
Aircraft Needs 


British Overseas Airways Cor- 
poration has been requested by 
the British Minister of Trans- 
port and Civil Aviation to review 
aircraft requirements, as an- 
nounced by BOAC on May 3. 

The first meeting of the BOAC 
committee set up to do the job 
was scheduled for early May. 
The committee will concern it- 
self with the adequacy of the 
Corporation’s aircraft program, 
both as to capacity and com- 
petitive aircraft types, to meet 
the requirements of its route and 
traffic patterns over the next 10 
years. Although the committee 
may reach some decisions by 
mid-June, final approval of the 
requirements must come from 
the Government itself. 

It was announced that BOAC 
currently has outstanding or- 
ders for British aircraft alone 
worth over £80 million, includ- 
ing 1 Comet II, 19 Comet IVs, 33 
Bristol Britannias, and 12 Vis- 
count V-700s. 











IATA To Consider World 
Fare, Rate Adjustments 


Scheduled international airlines 
will meet at Cannes, France, begin- 
ning May 29 for about 3 weeks to 
project the worldwide pattern of fare 
and rate agreements for the next 2 
years, International Air Transport 
Association has announced. 


The most pressing task before the 
IATA traffic conferences, however, 
will be to work out for the North 
Atlantic and Pacific routes recom- 
mended fares from October 1 of this 
year that will meet the needs of 
transport economics and satisfy all of 
the many Governments that must ap- 
prove these fares before they can be- 
come effective. 


In doing so, the lines must deter- 
mine whether and how they can 
reduce fares, which on the North At- 
lantic already have been cut more 
than 50 percent in the past 10 years, 
and whether they will be able to add 
to a passenger load which has climbed 
from 105,000 to 650,000 a year in the 
Same period. 





Japanese whale- and sperm-oil pro- 
duction in the 1955-56 Antarctic whal- 
ing season ended March 5 totaled ap- 
proximately 76,600 short tons, or about 
11 percent more than 1954-55 produc- 
tion, according to U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 
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India Opens Oversea 
Communication Center 


Direct radiotelephone services be- 
tween Calcutta and London were in- 
augurated with the opening of a new 
oversea communications center, con- 
sisting of a transmitting station at 
Halisahar, 35 les east of Calcutta, 
and a receiving station at Hatikanda, 
near Haringhata. 

The services, covering the eastern 
zone of India, which comprises the 
States of West Bengal, Assam, Bihar, 
and Orissa, will be open to the public 
from 1:30 p. m. to 9:30 a. m., Indian 
standard time. 

The new center is part of a plan 
to disperse oversea communications 
services in India over four different 
zones—Bombay, New Delhi, Calcutta, 
and Madras. Previously all oversea 
communications were routed through 
Bombay. Both transmitting and re- 
ceiving stations are equipped with the 
latest type equipment, which will per- 
mit radiotelephone service between 
India and the United States, Australia, 
Thailand, and several other countries. 

The center also handles radiophoto 
services directly to foreign countries, 
including the United States, United 
Kingdom, and Russia; direct radio- 
telegraph services to the United States, 
United Kingdom, Australia, Afghanis- 
tan, Indonesia, Japan, Thailand, Viet- 
Nam, Poland, Yugoslavia, Burma, and 
Russia; and radiotelephone services to 
the United Kingdom, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Iran, Japan, East Africa, Hong Kong, 
Switzerland, Bahrein, Malaya, Aden, 
Burma, Russia, Poland, and Viet-Nam. 
The international radio network serves 
35 other countries via London. Radio- 
telecommunications services are also 
available to ships at sea, 

In addition, Overseas Communica- 
tions Service handles a multiaddress 
press broadcast service, providing di- 
rect radio link with Indian representa- 
tives in 36 countries—U. S. Cons., Cal- 
cutta. 





Natural-Gas Pipeline To Be 


Built in Multan, Pakistan 


Three thousand tons of 16-inch 
pipe for the Sui-Multan natural-gas 
pipeline arrived in Pakistan at the 
end of March, according to press re- 
ports. 

This shipment is the first of a total 
order of 25,000 tons to be divided be- 
tween Italian and British firms. 

Pakistan Constructors—Press of the 
United Kingdom and Morrison-Knud- 
sen of the United States—who had 
the contract for the Sui-Karachi 
line, will be awarded the contract for 
laying the 193-mile pipeline. Work 
is expected to begin in the fall. 

The line later may be extended to 
Lahore. 


Norway Receives Loan 
For Power Expansion 


The World Bank on May 3 made a 
loan of $25 million to Norway for hy- 
droelectric power development. 

The loan will help finance the 
Tokke power project, which will add 
400,000 kilowatts of generating ca- 
pacity to the electricity network 
serving southeastern Norway, includ- 
ing Oslo. That area now consumes 55 
percent of all power produced in Nor- 
way. 

The first 100,000-kilowatt unit will 
come into operation in 1961, and the 
other three before the middle of 1963. 

The Tokke project is the first stage 
in the complete hydroelectric de- 
velopment plan, which will involve 
regulation and utilization of the 
Tokke and Vinje Rivers system and 
ultimate installation of eight 100,000- 
kilowatt units, or 800,000 kilowatts, 
of new power. 

The two rivers rise in the Hardanger 
Plateau 3,000 feet above sea level in 
the County of Telemark about 160 
miles west of Oslo and flow southeast 
to the sea. The headwaters of both 
rivers consist of a complex of many 
mountain lakes. In the first stage 
seven of the lakes are to be made into 
storage reservoirs by a series of dams 
and tunnels, thus enabling the river 
flow to be regulated the year round. 
The rivers will be linked by a tunnel. 

A transmission system including 
substations also will be constructed in 
the first stage and high-voltage lines 
will feed power from the new plant 
into the grid supplying southeastern 
Norway. The grid is now supplied 
from a number of power plants with 
a total capacity of 1.8 million kilo- 
watts. 

The project will be engineered, con- 
structed, and operated by the Nor- 
wegian Watercourse and Electricity 
Board. Total cost of the project is 
estimated at the equivalent of $70 
million. 


An Indian hydroelectric-power pro- 
ject at Pathri, near Roorkee, Uttar 
Pradesh has been formally inaugu- 
rated. 

The new station has three genera- 
tors with a capacity of 6,800 kilowatts 
each. With this addition installed 
power capacity in the State of Uttar 
Pradesh amounts to 313,000 kilowatts, 
as compared with 183,841 kilowatts at 
the beginning of 1951. 

The cost of the project including 
transmission lines and distributing 
stations is said to be about 40 million 
rupees, or approximately US$8.4 mil- 
lion. 
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SAS Plans To Form 


New Airline Company 


Scandinavian Airlines System is 
reported planning to join together 
with three small independent Swedish 
aviation companies—AIRTACO, 
TRANSAIR, and AERO NORD—to es- 
tablish a domestic aviation company 
which would increase scheduled pas- 
senger services within Sweden. 

The new company, using 9 DC-3’s 
and several 4-engine. planes, would 
begin operations next autumn on the 
following routes: Stockholm-Visby, 
Norrkoping-Visby, Stockholm-Kalmar, 
Stockholm-Jonkoping, Stoc kholm- 
Karlstad, Stockholm-Sundsvall, and 
Stockholm-Ostersund. 

SAS reportedly would hold a ma- 
jority of the stock in the new com- 
pany and, although transferring its 
concession on the Visby route to the 
new company, would retain for itself 
its present routes to Lulea, Goteborg, 
and Malmo, which it considers of im- 
portance as feeder lines for travelers 
proceeding abroad. 

A large share of the new company’s 
traffic would consist of transporting 
newspapers, which now is the three 
small firm’s principal activity. 

Scheduled passenger service would 
be offered not only to and from Visby 
but also, for the first time, to and 
from the other cities listed. The new 
firm intends to offer charter traffic 
and group travel. There is a good 
market for such traffic from Sweden 
to Switzerland, Spain, and Italy, most 
of which now is taken by foreign 
aviation companies, principally Brit- 
ish. 

Formation of the company will elim- 
inate competition between the three 
smaller firms, which handle practically 
all the present nonscheduled air-pas- 
senger traffic in Sweden. At present 
the only scheduled passenger routes 
within Sweden are operated by SAS. 
The new company would employ 27 
crews, including 54 pilots. 





Hong Kong Extends System 
Of Oversea Communications 


Hong Kong in 1955 laid a second 
high-speed telegraph cable to Manila; 
extended radiotelegraph services to 
Laos, Phnom Penh, and Tokyo; and 
opened new radiotelephone services to 
the Virgin Islands, Bermuda, Czecho- 
slovakia, and Poland, thus extending 
its telephone services to 50 countries. 
Telephone coverage was further ex- 
tended by the opening of relay serv- 
ices to Chile, Hawaii, and Mexico. 

Hong Kong also extended radio 
facsimile service to San Francisco and 
Japan. Service to Manila is contem- 
plated. 


“Harborphone” services continue to 
18 


expand; about 250 calls a day are 
made to ships in the harbor. 

Because of the reduced use of com- 
munist China circuits the number 
of telegrams transmitted and received 
at Hong Kong dropped almost 10 per- 
cent from 1954 to 1955. 

Hong Kong Telephone Co., Ltd., 
with 34,090 direct exchange lines and 
16,223 extensions at the end of fiscal 
year 1954-55, continued to provide 
new exchanges and a list of applica- 
tions for service still remained.—Cons. 
Gen., Hong Kong. 





Air Trattic Booms in 
Fr. Equatorial Africa 


Air freight and passenger registra- 
tions are booming in French Equa- 
torial Africa, and airfield construc- 
tion and maintenance is proceeding 
at a brisk rate. Passenger arrivals 
and departures at all airports rose 
by 15 percent in 1955 over 1954, de- 
spite the crippling Air France strike 
late in the year, and the freight- 
traffic increase also has been con- 
siderable. 

Freight arrivals and departures in 
all airports, mail excluded, as taken 
from Statistique Generale, February 
1956, rose from 8,119.8 and 8,151.9 
tons in 1953, to 13,974.2 and 13,301.3 
tons in 1955. 


Because of the importance of meat 
shipments Fort-Lamy is the leading 
airport for freight. The main pas- 
senger airports in 1955 were Brazza- 
ville, Fort-Lamy, Libreville, Bangui, 
and Pointe-Noire. 


Only three airlines serve French 
Equatorial Africa—Air France, which 
covers all major points and links the 
territory with Europe and South 
Africa; KLM, which operates only out 
of Brazzaville and Fort-Lamy; and 
Union Aeromaritime, UAT. Aside from 
Brazzaville, Fort-Lamy, and airfields 
in the drier areas, most of the air- 
ports, particularly those of the Gabon, 
are barely usable during the rainy 
seasons. 


The immense distances and natural 
barriers to land transportation make 
aviation a vital necessity to many parts 
of French Equatorial Africa. Total 
Government financing since the be- 
gining of the development plan for 
modernization and equipment of all 
airfields in the territory was 682.5 mil- 
lion C.F.A. francs, or $3.9 million, on 
January 30. One of the major projects 
in 1955 was improvement of communi- 
cation facilities at Brazzaville’s Maya- 
Maya airport. Plans are now underway 
for installation of runway lights at 
Libreville airport. 





Jamaica’s eurrent citrus crop, origi- 
nally estimated at a record 1 million 
boxes, is now forecast at 1.1 million 
boxes, according to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. 





COMMUNICATIONS 








NOTES 








A German communications firm has 
contracts for providing up to 180,000 
lines of telephone switching appara- 
tus and automatic telephone ex- 
changes in Iran and for training na- 
tional technicians for the Iranian 
Ministry of Posts, Telephone, and 
Telegraph. 

The firm has set up a bureau of five 
advisers in the Ministry and is send- 
ing technicians to Tehran—v. sg. 
Fmb., Tehran. 


Tangier’s expanded communications 
facilities in 1955 included a com- 
mercial radiotelephone circuit to 
Gibraltar; a 11,000-telephone capacity 
increase to meet the requirements for 
additional service; and the opening of 
a new branch of the Spanish Post and 
Telegraph Office in the European 
quarter of the city. In addition, 


‘French Posts, Telephone, and Tele- 


graph Co. included Tangier in its 
worldwide telex facilities. 

Tangier continued as a radiotele- 
communications center. Radio Cor- 
poration of America and Mackay Radio 
relay bases handled their usual volume 
of traffic. The number of direct mes- 
Sages between Tangier and the United 
States exceeded those of 1954.—U. §. 
Leg., Tangier. 


Angola Services for Posts, Tele- 
graph, and Telephones and Portu- 
guesa Radio Marconi began operating 
in 1955 between Luanda and Lisbon, 
a radiotelephoto circuit of 10-kilowatt 
power output, type FX CF7, reported- 
ly manufactured by an American 
firm. 

The Government of Angola owns 
and operates its internal facilities 
for posts, telephones, and telegraph 
communications through Servicos dos 
Correios, Telegrafos e Telefones 
(CTT: Services for Posts, Telegraph, 
and Telephones), and international 
communications are operated by CTT 
in conjunction with the Lisbon and 
Luanda branch of Companhia Por- 
tuguesa Radio Marconi.—U. 8S. Cons., 
Luanda. 


The 1956 Lebanese autonomous 
telephone administration budget in 
the amount of £12,081,245, or US$5,- 
516,000, represents a 15-percent in- 
crease over the 1955 budget. 

The company based the budget on 
estimated increases of £43,000, or 
$19,635, in subscriptions, £600,000, or 
$273,973, in local calls, £350,000, or 
$159,817, in long-distance calls, and 
£700,000, or $319,635, in new installa- 
tion charges. Operational receipts 
are expected to increase £1,400,000, or 
$639,269, a rise of 13.3 percent. 

The anticipated increase in receipts 
would be used by the Telephone Ad- 


(Continued on Page 19) 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Belgium To Have Dry 
Cleaning Exhibition 


An International Laundry and Dry 
Cleaning Exhibition is scheduled at 
Malines, Belgium, September 14-23. 

The fair, which is open to all laun- 
drymen and dry cleaners but not to 
the general public, will be organized 
by the Nonprofit Federation Nationale 
de la Blanchisserie Belge, Section 
Nord, Antwerp, 16, Jezusstraat. 

The fair will be at Groentenhal, a 
permanent building, and the rental 
charge for exhibition space is 330 
Belgian francs a square meter (50 
Belgian francs=US$1). About 50 per- 
cent of the space has been taken by 
Belgian, British, French, German, and 
Swedish participants. 

Exhibitors may request installation 
of a telephone, water outlet, electric 
light, power, and gas facilities, and 
steam at local commercial rates. Ma- 
chinery will be exhibited in full op- 
eration. 





Utilities and... 
(Continued from Page 18) 


ministration, which has not completed 
building up its system throughout the 
country, to purchase new equipment, 
construct new installations, repay a 
large part of its bank loan, and re- 
duce its usual amount of borrowings 
from the Treasury.—U. S. Emb., Beirut. 





Deutsche Fernsehfunk began regular 
telecasts in East Germany early in 
1956, and an estimated 50,000 regis- 
tered television receivers there can 
now receive 284% hours of programs 
weekly. ft 


Most of the receivers are in the 
possession of city councils, newspaper 
publishers, and mass organizations of 
the communist party. East German 
television programs are carried by 
nine transmitters from the following 
locations: Berlin City Center I, Berlin 
City Center II, Berlin-Gruenau, 
Brocken, Dresden, Inselberg-Thurin- 
gia, Chemnitz, Leipzig, and Marlow- 
Mecklenburg. A TV link to Prague and 
Warsaw is planned.—vU. S. Emb., Bonn. 





A new television center in Warsaw 
has begun broadcast of test programs. 

Only a limited number of TV re- 
ceivers, located mainly in cultural 
centers and workmen’s clubs, are now 
available in Poland. About 500 sets 
are expected to be manufactured in 
1956. Plans provide for the produc- 
tion of approximately 115,000 re- 
ceivers by the end of 1960 and for 
the establishment of two new trans- 
mitters by the beginning of 1957, one 
in Katlowitz (Stalinograd) and the 
other in Krakau (Krakow).—U. 8. 
Emb., Bonn. 
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U. S. Mission to France Finds Interest in 
Two-Way Trade in Variety of Commodities - 


The U.S. trade mission, which com- 
pleted an 1,800-mile tour of 17 cities 
in France and 1 in North Africa, 
found that the French are interested 
in importing and exporting a variety 
of commodities. 

The French are anxious to import 
metalworking and textile machinery 
and equipment; agricultural machin- 
ery; construction and earthmoving 
equipment; chemicals; plastics; 
papermaking equipment; office, scien- 
tific, and medical equipment; and 
some specialized textiles and food- 
stuffs. 

Their export interests center largely 
around consumer goods, such as tex- 
tiles, wearing apparel, ceramic and 
glass items, toys, watches, giftware, 
wines, liqueurs, cheese; and other 
goods, such as chemicals, plastics, tex- 
tile machinery and equipment, ma- 
chine tools, and scientific and medical 
equipment. 


More than 600 French businessmen 
were attracted to the meetings con- 
ducted by the trade mission. In addi- 
tion, over 300 French businessmen 
availed themselves of the opportunity 
to obtain individual consultations. 
The meetings with the trade mission, 
did much to create a better under- 
standing of American business meth- 
ods and to dispel many of the mis- 
conceptions which have hampered 
two-way trade expansion. 

The wide publicity given to U. S. 
trade policies and what is being done 
by the United States to expand two- 
way trade will result in many new 
business connections between U. S. 
and French firms. 


The French businessman, anxious 
to buy U. S. products and to supply 
items required in the United States, is 
desirous of establishing two-way li- 
censing arrangements, which will en- 
able a greater exchange of tech- 
niques and processes between manu- 
facturers in the two countries. 


The trade mission, made up of 5 





Annual Motor Vehicle Show 
Planned for Geneva in ‘57 


The 27th Annual International 
Automobile, Motorcycle, and Bicycle 
Exhibition will be held in Geneva, 
Switzerland, March 14-24, 1957. 

The 26th exhibit, which closed on 
March 18, 1956, reportedly drew an 
attendance 15 percent larger than the 
past year. Exhibitors totaled 792, rep- 
resenting 16 countries and including 
82 makes of touring cars. Sixteen 
makes of American cars were ex- 
hibited. 


prominent U. S. businessmen and 2 
U. S. Bureau of Foreign Commerce 
officials, received support from French 
governmental and commercial organ- 
izations, and outstanding coopera- 
tion from the U. 8S. foreign service 
personnel which contributed greatly 
to the success of the tour. 


Collection of Motor Vehicles 


Displayed at Amsterdam 


The 36th International Automobile 
Show, held in Amsterdam, Nether- 
lands, February 23-March 4, 1956, dis- 
played 70 different makes of automo- 
biles, combination and station cars, 
ambulances, microbuses, auto scooters, 
and camping cars by 176 exhibitors. 

The show was sponsored by RAI- 
Netherlands Bicycle and Automobile 
Industry Association. 

Exhibitors at the show were limited 
to members of the RAI, and no for- 
eign manufacturers could participate 
directly. Attendance totaled 199,333 
persons, of which 458 were foreign. 
This attendance exceeded that of the 
last private automobile show in 1954 
by approximately 44,000. 

The next exposition of vehicles— 
commercial only—will be held in Feb- 
ruary 1957. 








Public Works Congress and 


Exhibition Set for London 


The biennial Public Works and 
Municipal Services Congress and 
Exhibition will be held at Olympia, 
London, November 12-17. 

Exhibits will embrace all classes 
of machinery, plants, material, equip- 
ment, and appliances required by pub- 
lic and local authorities. The dis- 
plays will cover all available space at 
Olympia or more than 194,000 square 
feet. 

The management will supply com- 
plimentary admission tickets to.any 
officials attending the congress and 
exhibition and will send brochures and 
personal invitations to prospective 
visitors. 

Information may be obtained from 
the Municipal Agency, 70 Victoria 
Street, London, S. W. I. 





Iberduero, S. A., one of Spain’s lar- 
gest electric-power companies, has re- 
quested authorization to installa 
thermal-power plant of 66,000 kilo- 
watts in the coal-mining zone of 
Guardo, Palencia Province. The boiler, 
condenser, generator, pumps, and con- 
trol elements will be imported. The 
total investment will be 435 million 
pesetas, or US$10.8 million. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





WORLD TRADE © 
INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Infor- 
mation Service. 


WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy- 
to-read type, are arranged in four 
convenient “packages”: 


Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad) ; Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if 
mailed abroad); Part 3, Statistical 
Reports ($6 a year, $7.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 4, Utilities Abroad ($3 
a year; $4 if mailed abroad). 


Subscriptions for the World Trade 
Information Service may be placed 
with U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices or with the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, U. 8S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Remittances payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents should accom- 
pany subscriptions. 


Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 














Clothing Manufacturers 
In France Listed 


Clothing manufacturers in 
France are listed alphabetically 
by geographical locations and by 
commodity groupings in a new 
directory of the French clothing 
industry, Annuaire des Industries 
de l’Habillement, 1954-1955, pub- 
lished by Publi-Editions S. A., 
in Paris. 

Separate sections include trade 
and professional associations, ad- 
vertisers, suppliers of machinery 
and equipment used in the indus- 
try, and names and addresses of 
wholesale and retail clothing 
merchants. 

A copy of the directory printed 
in French, is available for review 
in the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
may be purchased from the pub- 
lisher at 10 rue des Pyramides, 
10, Paris, for 2,500 francs (ap- 
proximately US$7.15). 











ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 
Economic Reports 

Establishing a Business in Israel. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-35. 7 pp. 10 cents. 

Basic Data on the Economy of Italy. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-36. 14 pp. 10 cents. 

Economic Developments in Brazil, 
1955. WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-38. 7 pp. 
10 cents. 

Establishing a Business in Lebanon. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 56-39. 6 pp. 10 cents. 


Operations Reports 

Preparing Shipments to Japan. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-40. 4 pp. 10 cents. 

Pharmaceutical Regulations of Pak- 
istan. WTIS, Part 2. No. 56-42. 6 pp. 
10 cents. 

Travelers’ Baggage Regulations of 
Venezuela. WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-43. 
2 pp. 10 cents. 

Import Tariff System of Panama. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 56-44. 2 pp. 10 cents. 





Indonesia Resources... 
(Continued from Page 7) 
efforts to expand and diversify its 
economy. The shortage of technicians 
and managerial sp€cialists may in 
part be offset by policies designed to 
attract investors likely to bring in 
technicians. The Indonesian Govern- 
ment may also hire American and 
other foreign engineering and man- 
agement firms in connection with 

Government projects. 


The 155-page survey, the latest in 
BFC’s series of handbooks designed 
to provide basic information to U. 8. 
businessmen on investment condi- 
tions in individual countries, is avail- 
able from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from any Department of Commerce 
Field Office for $1.25. 


World Trade... 
(Continued from Page 16) 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers 
and Dealers—Indonesia. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers and Ex- 
porters—Ireland. 

Fertilizer Manufacturers 
porters—Spain. 

Fruit and Nut Importers and Deal- 
ers—British Guiana. 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Netherlands West Indies. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—British Guiana. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Lebanon. 

Motion Picture Industry—Belgium. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Dominican Republic. 

Radio and Radio Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Syria. 





and Ex- 


hes Books 
“ Reports 


Market Guide for Latin America. New 
York. American Foreign Credit Un- 
derwriters Corp., 1956. 1,923 pp. 
This latest annual edition lists and 

gives financial and credit ratings for 

more than 110,000 individual buyers 
and sales representatives—importers, 
manufacturers, distributors, dealers, 
commission agents, exporters, and 
other business and governmental en- 
tities—for all Latin American coun- 
tries, Puerto Rico, and the West Indies. 

In addition to a trade classifier for 
selection of firms in specific lines of 
business, principal industries and 
commercial organizations are grouped 
in a separate trade list section. 


Special features of the guide include 
a market survey of each country with 
maps, distributing zones, and market- 
ing centers, manufacturing industries, 
import and export figures, and electric 
current and characteristics. A revised 
communications chart, explanation of 
export sales and credit terms, patent 
and trademark requirements, and 
other material of practical value to 
exporters also are given. 


A free descriptive folder outlining 
auxiliary services and _ subscription 
terms is available from the publisher 
at 253 Broadway, New York 7, N. Y. 


Liberalization of Europe’s’. Dollar 
Trade. Paris, France. Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation, 
March 1956. 135 pp. $1.25. 


Th® report, prepared by the Joint 
Trade and Intra-European Payments 
Committee of the OEEC, reviews the 
recent progress and present position 
of member countries on relaxation of 
quantitative restrictions on imports 
of goods and restrictions on invisible 
transactions and transfers relating to 
the dollar area. 


The report concludes that while 
substantial progress has been made 
since 1953, the extent and speed of 
liberalization has varied from one 
country to another, and that relaxa- 
tion of import restrictions has been 
less for manufactured goods than for 
foodstuffs and raw materials. 


The report may be obtained from 
the OEEC Publications Office, 2000 
P Street NW., Washington 6, D. C. 


Preduction of dried prunes outside 
the United States in 1955 was above 
average, owing mainly to large crops 
in Yugoslavia and Argentina and to 
larger quantities dried in Chile and 
South Africa, the U. S. Deparment of 
Agriculture reports. 
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Special Commission . . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 


American company, and YPFB, the 
Bolivian Government petroleum 
agency, was expected to be concluded 
in May. Construction of a pipeline 
petween Sica Sica, near Oruro, Boli- 
yia, and Arica, Chile, was to begin 
shortly thereafter. 

It is believed possible that YPFB 
officials also will try to obtain an 
arrangement under which a pipeline 
could be built across the Rio Grande to 
facilitate the delivery of petroleum to 
the Brazilian railroad at Corumba. 
Exports ceased in December when the 
high water of the Rio Grande made 
impossible the passage of tank trucks 
across the temporary bridge to Co- 
rumba, Brazil. Shipments were ex- 
pected to be resumed in May. 

Another large American company 
is reported to have applied for an 
exploration concession for a large 
area of the available Bolivian petro- 
leum lands. 

Low mineral production in Jan- 
uary intensified growing demands for 
a reorganization of the Bolivian Min- 
ing Corporation and the Bolivian 
Mining Bank. 

At their second annual confer- 
ence in March, Bolivian medium-sized 
and small private miners complained 
against the Bolivian Mining Bank. 
They charged that the Bank is not 
fulfilling its function as a lending 
bank to encourage greater develop- 
ment of private mines; they deplored 
the size of the deductions made by 
the Bank from the foreign-exchange 
earnings of the exports from the pri- 
vate mines; and they criticized the 
Government’s policy of payments for 
extra production, saying that no more 
than 1 percent of the miners are bene- 
fiting from this system. 

The two principal results of the 
miners’ conference were the agree- 
ment by the Bank to consider raising 
the boliviano prices paid to the pri- 
vate miners for their production and 
a decision to establish metallurgical 
laboratories in Potosi, Oruro, and La 
Paz, under the sponsorship of the Na- 
tional Chamber of Mines. 


Japanese mining company repre- 
sentatives visited La Paz in March 
to discuss the possibility of investing 
in Bolivian mines and smelting facil- 
ities. No decisions were made during 
the representatives’ visit. 


A new bus line connecting La Paz 
with Lima, Peru, was authorized by a 
Supreme decree of March 29. The 
new service, providing two trips a week 
in each direction over the route La 
Paz—Copacobana, Bolivia—Puno, Peru 
—Arequipa—Lima, was begun on April 
9 by the Lima firm Empresa de Trans- 
portes Morales S. A. The 1,750-kilo- 
meter trip between the two capitals 
requires 42 hours’ driving time, with 
overnight stops at Arequipa and Puno. 


The purchase of eight surplus B-17 
May 28, 1956 


aircraft, for conversion to use pri- 
marily for carrying meat and other 
products between the Beni and alti- 
plano cities, has been announced in 
the press. The total cost per plane, 
including repair and conversion ex- 
pense, will approximate $75,000.—U. S. 
Emb., La Paz. 

A U. 8S. Department of Commerce 
publication, Economic Developments 
in Bolivia, 1955, World Trade Infor- 
mation Service, part 1, No. 56-41, may 
be purchased from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., 
or the Department’s Field Offices, for 
10 cents. 





Ecuadoran Business... 
(Continued from Page 5) 


of bananas, rice, strawhats, castor- 
beans, taguanuts, and minor items 
were more than offset in total by 
large declines in export values for 
coffee and cacao—the major reason 
for the decline in export values. 

The cacao-harvest peak was ex- 
pected to be about a month later than 
usual this year, exports of the best 
cacao not expected to begin until 
mid-April. The cacao crop was 
reported normal, with no “monilla” 
disease. The coffee crop was expected 
to be excellent. 

Rainfall was reported to have im- 
proved the prospects for crops in 
areas where it had been deficient. 

The Minister of Economy called 
for a reduced amount of cotton to 
be purchased from the United States 
under Public Law 480 program in the 
present fiscal year. He stated that 
Ecuador would need to import only 
2,000 bales up through June of this 
year instead of the 7,000 bales en- 
visaged under the agreement—includ- 
ing usual marketings. The reduced 
need is said to be due partly to a 
better cotton crop in Ecuador than 
had been expected when negotiating 
the PL-480 agreement, as well as to 
a declined demand from Ecuadoran 
cotton textiles. 

The Minister of Public Works was 
authorized to guarantee payments 
of almost $2 million to a Franco- 
Belgian company for 320 kilometers of 
pipe for use in constructing the pe- 
troleum pipeline from Duran to Quito. 
One section of this line, from Bucay 
to Palmira, has been in operation 
since October 1954. Final contract for 
construction of the new pipeline has 
not been granted. Two American firms 
are bidding for it. 

The Minister of Economy was au- 
thorized to sign a tax-exemption con- 
tract to establish a tire factory in 
Cuenca at an estimated cost of about 
24 million sucres, approximately US- 
$1.5 million. It will employ 100 workers 
and have an eventual output of 400 
tires a day. An American firm will 
have a large minority interest in the 
factory —U. S. Emb., Quito. 


Japanese Economic... 
(Continued from Page 3) 


ary and February were in sharp con- 
trast to excess Treasury payments of 
179 billion yen in December alone, but 
were about the same as withdrawals 
of 87 billion yen for January and Feb- 
ruary 1955. 

Bank of Japan loans and discounts, 
which totaled 32 billion yen at the end 
of December, declined further, empha- 
sizing the limited effectiveness of 
present monetary controls as com- 
mercial banks retire their indebted- 
ness with the Central Bank. Bank of 
Japan holdings of Government bonds 
declined from 554 billion yen in De- 
cember to 465 billion yen at the end 
of February 1955. 

Good commercial bank demand 
existed for short-term Government 
bonds offered by the Bank oz Japan in 
its “market operations.” Consistent 
with these developments was a sea- 
sonal decline in money supply, but the 
trend was upward as quarter 
closed. 

Commercial-bank deposits declined 
by 1 percent to 3,683 billion yen be- 
tween the end of December and the 
end of February, but were still 22 
percent above deposits for February 
1955. Loans and discounts also de- 
clined—0.4 percent—to 3,182 billion 
yen at the end of February, but 
showed a 9-percent increase as com- 
pared with February last year. 

The surging stock market reflected 
improved domestic business condi- 
tions. The Dow-Jones average of 225 
stocks on the Tokyo Securities Ex- 
change has climbed steadily since the 
low of 324 in November 1955 and by 
February had reached 426. 

The bull market apparently reflected 
the increase in loan funds and declin- 
ing interest rates. The latter is par- 
ticularly significant in Japan where 
a serious shortage of capital and a 
lender’s market for loans have been 
important features of the postwar 
economy. According to a Bank of Ja- 
pan survey covering all banks, average 
interest rates for loans declined from 
9.03 percent to 8.71 percent between 
January and December 1955, while the 
average discount rates declined from 
8.03 percent to 6.57 percent. Downward 
revision of rates for a number of major 
industrial categories, including loans 
for shipbuilding and the electric- 
power industry, continued in 1956. 


The reopening of the debenture 
market will provide increased liquidity 
for these securities, and may lower 
long-term interest rates through the 
interaction of long- and short-term 
money rates.—U. S. Emb., Tokyo. 





Canadian total stocks of wheat, 
oats, barley, and rye at the end of 
March were larger than in March 1955 
and sharply above the past 10 years’ 
average, according to the U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. 
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W. German Still-Picture Camera Production, 
Exports Reach Alltime High in Past Year 


West German still-picture camera 
production, including scientific, tech- 
nical, and box cameras, reached a new 
high of 3,241,736 cameras, the Busi- 
ness and Defense Services Adminis- 
tration, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, has announced. 


This figure represents an increase 
of 7.5 percent over 1954 production of 
3,014,736 and is 32.6 percent greater 
than 1953 production of 2,445,223 cam- 
eras. 


Cameras for technical and scien- 
tific purposes constituted slightly less 
than two-tenths of 1 percent of Ger- 
man production in 1955. Production of 
“other cameras” consisted of the fol- 
lowing: 12.1 percent for cameras 
priced over 300 German marks; 12.7 
percent, over 150-300 marks; 40.8 per- 
cent, under 150 marks; while box 
cameras accounted for 34.2 percent 
(1 German mark=US$0.238). 


The number of still-picture cam- 
eras produced in the Federal Republic 
of Germany in 1952-55 is as follows: 


Techincal and 


scientific Other Total 
rs 5,183 2,550,000 2,555,183 
ee 5,588 2,439,635 2,445,223 
a 5,526 3,009,210 3,014,736 
en 5,489 3,236,247 3,241,736 


1 Preliminary, subject to change. 

Source: Die Industrie der Bundes Republik 
Deutchland, Teil 2. 

West German still-picture camera 
exports reached an alltime high level 
in 1955 of 2,042,204 cameras, valued at 
162,030,000 marks, an increase of 88 
percent in number and 16 percent in 
value over the like period of 1954 


West German Exports 


when exports totaled 1,876,832 cam- 
eras, valued at 139,681,000 marks. 

The United States is Western Ger- 
many’s leading foreign market for 
still-picture cameras. Shipments to 
the United States in 1955 totaled 
304,063 cameras, valued at 37,643,000 
marks, compared with 311,411 cam- 
eras, valued at 36,347,000 marks, in 
1954, a 2.5-percent decrease in quan- 
tity but a 3.6-percent increase in value. 


Germany’s exports consist of two 
classifications: “cameras for technical 
and scientific purposes” and “other 
cameras.” Foreign sales of the first 
type in 1955 totaled 3,318 cameras, 
valued at 5,944,000 marks, compared 
with 3,347 cameras, valued at 11,030,- 
000 marks in 1954. 


Sales Value Declines 


The principal reason for the ap- 
proximate 46-percent drop in exports 
of technical and scientific cameras 
is the decline in the value of sales to 
the United States. Exports in 1955 
totaled 1,045 cameras, valued at 2,- 
846,000 marks, compared with 1,235 
cameras, valued at 6,603,000 marks in 
1954. Other leading foreign markets, 
in order of importance, are Australia, 
Switzerland, and France. 

“Other cameras” are consigned to all 
world areas. Despite the slight drop in 
shipments to the United States, ex- 
ports in 1955 totaled 2,038,886 cameras, 
valued at 155,086,000 marks, compared 
with 1,873,485 cameras, valued at 128,- 
651,000 marks in 1953, an increase of 


(Continued on Page 24) 


of Still-Picture Cameras 














1954 1955 
Number 1,000 marks Number 1,000 marks 
Special cameras for technical and 

scientific purposes: 
DEE BEE coescsdiccovecccctecece 1,235 6,603 1,045 2,846 
SE foddanndsts0$be6enee nucase es 250 304 338 397 
DEE cdbdpides ce dee dsbecescte 291 398 201 282 
Dt cehhanedbeecécasbeawcesoesces 80 662 134 267 
ita Chet nse chee ns nebdenes tee 148 218 178 209 
aE SGI 8 eae 123 161 144 161 
ED clo cude bs eect cesedecovecece 82 105 90 137 
3S ee ee eee 86 122 91 129 
tt tien ne edhwaceeebcedewse sees 72 73 92 118 
i. ct arab gacbcddeeséeseoeec< 64 83 81 112 
Cn cs dsenecahuneeweuns 76 1,141 102 110 
nt Se naegevece$ 6060466000660 6000 840 1,160 822 1,176 
D> th ween nenub downs vettennd¢eke 3,347 11,030 3,318 5,944 

Other still-picture cameras: 

jj) tn niten cane elae obese eee 310,176 29,744 203,018 34,797 
DT Pn cvewebovecseccecd 131,009 7,034 179,951 10,698 
DE Gh cbasebededdneds cbedteoceces 48,390 11,872 40,226 9,992 
i Din) Bids» eAnenend oon ge hs 152,414 7,760 142,170 8,595 
DE” cade’ daceb ys cebeseccse 81,626 4,847 87,971 7,331 
sl aee sigs odevdbehvobesoeedeed 65,256 4.915 85,075 6,785 
DY: Sis) cthadeetpdusone ne cett 94,544 4,988 74,542 6,352 
Dt. WEL lt. Wiles dbeneoashGeacene 69,832 4,349 94,420 5.346 
tt nh eed dedieddcnered eens 87,698 3,597 80,066 5,232 
i oe toned tantah ees ne edie 19,566 4,084 22,232 4.725 
 '. So sveduedcdedcheve éerne 112,865 3,261 167,766 4,401 
DE  titcdiies decsemsceeedved 118,976 5,160 88,758 4,271 
th nci6 i ccmheeteaneabaakaind’ 23,665 2,154 32,200 3,852 
Dt. ihe ch ekhtne bébees wet o0 rece 16,949 1,858 22,643 3,131 
ey ny ina bv codons cdaedcaade 540,519 33,028 617,848 41,268 
ME? Wiitecide vend chatetaveaeee 1,873,485 128,651 2,038,886 156,086 


Source: Der Assenhandle der Bundes Republik Deutschland. 


India Supply Mission 


Awards Contracts 


The India Supply Mission, 2536 
Massachusetts Avenue NW., Washing- 
ton 8, D. C., has announced details of 
contracts valued at over $10,000 each, 
awarded in March 1956, as follows: 

Contract No. B-571/5/6734, 3 air com- 
pressors, valued at $30,996.90, supplied 
by Arpic Engineering, Ltd., Antwerp, 
Belgium. 

Contract No. 571/1/A/6761, 40,000 ft. 
steel pipes, valued at $53,200, supplied 
by Dalmine, Milan, Italy. 

Contract No. A-21/W-4/6743, 9,000 
long tons western white wheat, valued 
at $722,400, supplied by Robin Interna- 
tional, Inc., 11 West 42d Street, New 
York, N. Y. 

Contract No. A-21/W-5/6767, 9,500 
long tons western white wheat, valued 
at $761,645.24, supplied by Robin Inter- 
national, Inc., 11 West 42d Street, New 
York, N. Y. 


Contract No. A-21/W-6/6805, 11,000 
long tons western white wheat, valued 
at $874,719, supplied by Leval & Co. 
C-10 Produce Exchange, New York, 
N. Y. 

Contract No. A-21/W-7/6915, 9,000 
long tons western white wheat, valued 
at $715,680, supplied by Leval & Co, 
C-10 Produce Exchange, New York, 
N. Y. 

Contract No. B-571/6/A/6744, 2 Mo- 
bile Machine Shop units, valued at 
$41,146, supplied by Comco Industries 
Inc., Galion, Ohio. 

Contract No. C-762/5/7040, 75 items 
aircraft spares, valued at $33,887.95, 
supplied by Douglas Aircraft Co., Inc., 
Santa Monica, Calif. 

Contract No. B/544/33/6779, 35 mil- 
lion sheets offset paper, valued at 
$36,800, supplied by Davidson Corp., 
1008-6th Street NW., ‘Washington, 
D. C. 


Contract No. B-345/D/C/6794, drill 
rig spares, valued at $29,248.52, supplied 
by Acme Well Supply Co., 10 Brown 
Avenue, Springfield, N. J. 

Contract No. C-533/6799, 64 spares 
for engine sets, valued at $22,362.47, 
supplied by Buckeye Machine Co., 409- 
21st Street and Elizabeth Street, Lima, 
Ohio. 

Contract No. B-577/1/B/6859, 236 
generating sets, valued at $56,050, sup- 
plied by International Fermont Ma- 
chinery Co., Inc., Ramape, N. Y. 

Contract No. B/516/3/6898, 1 mud 
pump, valued at $17,412.45, supplied by 
Joy Manufacturing Co., 6540 Hines 
Boulevard, Dallas, Tex. 

Contract No. C-584/6938, 15 items 
electronic equipment, valued at $89,- 
593.35, supplied by International Wil- 
Electric, Inc., 14th and Chestnut, 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Contract No. C-714/6939, 8 items 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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India Expands Food 
Technology Research 


The Central Food Technological Re- 
search Institute (CFTRI), Mysore, 
India, plans to spend over $2.1 mil- 
lion on development in the next 5 
years, an Official disclosed. 

The Indian Government has a par- 
ticular interest in the indigenous pro- 
duction of baby food. Processes al- 
ready have been worked out at the 
CFTRI for baby food and malted-milk 
powder, and large-scale production 
plans have been finalized. 

Other projects to be started under 
the expansion program are as follows: 

®A well-equipped bakery develop- 
ment laboratory. 

eResearch on processing of both 
fresh-water and marine fish; a sub- 
station in Bombay or Trivandrum for 
marine-fish technology, in coopera- 
tion with the Food and Agriculture 
Ministry. 

*Pilot-plant trials in fruit technol- 
ogy and the fruit technology course 
extended from 1 to 2 years. 

*Regional information and statis- 
tical units in various parts of the 
country to disseminate knowledge and 
methods developed at CFTRI. 

*Research on packaging of food- 
stuffs, dietetics development, dehydra- 
tion of food materials, dietary prob- 
lems in relation to disease, develop- 
ment of paste food products, use of 
indigenous wheat and millets, and ex- 
tended storage life under local con- 
ditions —U. S. Cons. Gen., Madras. 





India Supply . . . 

(Continued from Page 22) 
electronic equipment, valued at $22,- 
791.83, supplied by Collins Radio Co., 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Contract No. C-758/6/6959, 31 items 
electronic equipment, valued at 
$13,970.87, supplied by Rocke Interna- 
tional Corp., 13 East 40th Street, New 
York 16, N.Y. 

Contract No. C-858/6972, 16 spares 
for Cooper Bessmer engine, valued at 
$20,819.68, supplied by Cooper Bessmer 
es 25 West 43d Street, New York 36, 

- fl 


Contract No. B-558/1/3/7019, 600 
items microphones, valued at $13,764, 
supplied by Electro Voice, Inc., 13 East 
40th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 

Contract No. C-HAL/12/1/7020, 2 
aero engines, valued at $98,016.66, 
supplied by United Aircraft Export 
Corp., East Hartford, Conn. 





A new brand of cigarettes, “Gold 
City,” has been placed on the market 
by Thailand Tobacco Monopoly, ac- 
cording to the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. 


The brand is made principally from 
U. S. leaf, is similar in taste to Ameri- 


can cigarettes, and sales have been 
large. 


May 28, 1956 





East Pakistan To Get 


New Jute Mill 


The Pakistan Industrial De- 
velopment Corporation (PIDC) 
plans to establish a 500-loom jute 
mill at Hajiganj in Tippera Dis- 
trict of East Pakistan, according 
to news reports. 

One of the directors of PIDC 
and a team of experts have 
visited the site. 

Tippera is the most thickly 
populated district in the Prov- 
ince, containing approximately 
1,500 persons per square mile, 
and the least developed industri- 
ally. 











Swedish Volvo Car May Be 
Marketed in United States 


The Swedish automobile company, 
Aktiebolaget Volvo of Goteborg, hopes 
to market in the United States 5,000 to 
10,000 of its PV-model small passen- 
ger cars, according to its managing 
director. 


The company wants to obtain dol- 
lars to balance its purchases in the 
United States, which amount to about 
$8 million annually. Also, export sales 
reportedly are necessary because the 
Swedish market is too small to sup- 
port a large automobile manufactur- 
ing enterprise. 


The Volvo car will cost 30 percent 
more in the United States than the 
German Volkswagen; despite this, 
Volvo sales are expected to reach ap- 
proximately 60 percent of the Volks- 
wagen total. The company will com- 
pete on a quality rather than on a 
price basis, the managing director 
said. 





Japan Automotive Industry 
Introduces New Prince Model 


The Japanese automobile industry 
has introduced the 1900cc Prince car, 
a 4-cylinder, 6-passenger, 4-door se- 
dan rated at 75 horsepower, as an 
experiment. The date mass production 
will begin is not known. 

The new larger Prince may be an 
attempt to capture the deluxe auto- 
mobile market now held almost ex- 
clusively by American-made cars. Ob- 
servers familiar with Japanese auto- 
mobile industry estimate that the re- 
tail price will be about the equivalent 
of US$4,500. 

The producing company, Fuji Pre- 
cision Machinery Co., manufactured 
1,238 small Prince passenger cars in 
the past year out of a total automobile 
production of 13,354, exclusive of cars 
assembled in Japan. 


Output in Icelandic 
Fertilizer Plant Up 


The Icelandic nitrogenous fertilizer 
plant, with a rated capacity of 18,000 
metric tons annually, produced 12,217 
tons in the first 9 months of opera- 
tion in 1954 and 18,340 tons in 1955. 
In the last 6 months of 1955, the plant 
was operating at 111 percent of rated 
capacity. ; 

Icelandic authorities believe that, 
with the rapidly growing demands of 
other sectors of the economy for elec- 
tric power, the early construction of 
the projected third hydroelectric 
plant on the Sog River is necessary if 
the fertilizer plant is to continue to 
show favorable results. 


In the first 21 months of operation, 
the fertilizer plant benefited Ice- 
landic foreign-exchange availability 
by more than 40 million crowns (1 
crown=US$0.0614). Customary ferti- 
lizer imports valued at about 34 mil- 
lion crowns were replaced by the do- 
mestic product, and 10.4 million crowns 
were earned by fertilizer exports, 
while foreign-exchange operation costs 
were about 3 million crowns. Profits 
+ B million crowns were earned in 


Plans for construction of a phos- 
phate fertilizer plant have been re- 
tarded, because of the priority granted 
construction of a cement plant, but 
the fertilizer plant administration is 
pressing currently for governmental 
authority to seek foreign finencing for 
15 million crowns, half the estimated 
total cost of the phosphate plant. 


The United States, France, Italy, 
Germany, and the United Kingdom 
have been considered as_ possible 
sources of equipment, with nondollar 
sources favored because of the ex- 
change situation, but bids have not 
yet been requested, pending decision 
on financing arrangements. Savings 
to the domestic economy would, in 3 
years, cover the foreign-exchange in- 
vestment required, it is claimed—tu. 8. 
Emb., Reykjavik. 





Pakistan Expects To Promote 
Production of Raw Silk 


The Pakistan Government expects 
to establish a special organization 
soon for the promotion of the coun- 
try’s silk industry. 

The new organization will make a 
survey of the industry and introduce 
and popularize new methods of mul- 
berry cultivation and silkworm raising. 

An allocation of 234,000 rupees, or 
US$49,140, has been provided in the 
1956-57 Pakistan budget for the pro- 
motion program. 

Sericulture is carried on in the 
Bogra and Rajshahi districts of East 
Pakistan. 
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Straight, Safety Pin 
Imports Under Inquiry 


Two escape-clause investigations in- 
to imports of straight (dressmakers’ 
or common) pins and of safety pins, 
were announced by the U. S. Tariff 
Commission on May 11, upon applica- 
tions from several firms. 


The object is to determine whether 
these products are being imported in 
such increased quantities, reflecting 
trade-agreement concessions in duties, 
as to cause or threaten serious injury 
to the domestic industries producing 
like or directly competitive products. 


Public hearings were ordered for 
September 18 on straight pins and 
for September 19 on safety pins, in 
the Tariff Commission Building, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Interested parties 
desiring to appear should give writ- 
ten notice to the Secretary of the 
Commission at least 3 days in ad- 
vance. 





Export, Forwarding Firms 


Denied Export Privileges 


Confidential Overseas Forwarding, 
Inc. and its president, Guy Sorrentino, 
and General Export Clothing Corp. 
and its employee, Lila Kass, all of New 
York City, have been denied U. S. ex- 
port privileges for 2 months beginning 
May 30 for violation of U. S. export 
regulations, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 


BFC charged that Miss Kass, on 
behalf of her firm and at the sug- 
gestion of its forwarder, Sorrentino, 
entered fictitious export declaration 
numbers on dock receipts involving 
18 lots of rags and used clothing to 
induce a U.S. steamship line to accept 
the goods for loading aboard its ships 
before the export declarations had 
been presented to U. S. Customs for 
clearance. 


In imposing the suspensions, BFC’s 
Director of Export Supply took into 
account that the commodities. were 
nonstrategic and that export declara- 
tions for all but two of the shipments 
were ultimately authenticated by U. S. 
Customs before the vessels sailed: In 
connection with the two shipments 


that were not cleared before export, 
he noted that Sorrentino, with Miss 
Kass’ agreement, promptly told Cus- 
toms of the omissions. 

Though recognizing that these 
particular violations have not had 
harmful reprecussions, Mr. Borton 
emphasized that “violations of this 
type present a serious hazard to the 
effectiveness of our export controls 
and cannot be condoned.” 

Under the terms of the denial order, 
issued May 14, the named persons and 
firms, and any other person or firm 
with whom they may be associated, 
are prohibited from participating in 
U. S. export transactions, either di- 
rectly or indirectly. The order further 
states that no export or related service 
may be performed for them by any 
other U. S. firm or person without 
prior BFC approval. 





Sale of Surplus Wheat or 
Flour To Peru Agreed Upon 


An agreement for the sale to Peru 
for local currency of approximately 
$2.78 million worth of wheat or wheat 
flour, including certain ocean trans- 
portation costs, was announced by the 
Department of Agriculture on May 8. 

As in other agreements under Pub- 
lic Law 480, the sales will be made 
by private U. S. traders. 

Part of the proceeds in local cur- 
rency will be loaned to Peru for eco- 
nomic development purposes, and the 
balance reserved for the use of the 
United States in that country. 


Farm Surplus Sales 
To Turkey Enlarged 


The sale to Turkey of an additional 
$11.1-million worth of surplus agri- 
cultural products, including certain 
transportation costs, to be paid for in 
Turkish currency, was announced by 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture 
on May 11. The approximate com- 
modity composition of this agreement 
is as follows, in millions of dollars: 
Wheat, 6.9; corn, 0.3; rice, 1.4; and 
beef tallow, 1.1. 


Sales under this program will be by 
private U. S. traders as under other 
agreements under Public Law 480. 


Half of the proceeds from these 
sales in local currency is to be loaned 
to Turkey for the promotion of eco- 
nomic development, and half is for 
the use of the United States in that 
country. 





W. German... 
(Continued from Page 22) 


8.8 percent in number and 21.3 percent 
in value. 


The 14 leading foreign markets for 
these cameras took 73.6 percent of the 
total value exported. The remaining 
26.4 percent was consigned to more 
than 65 other countries. West Ger- 
man still-picture camera exports by 
principal markets, for the years 1954 
and 1955 are given in the accompany- 
ing table. 
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Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for Foreign Commerce Weekly at $4.50 a year. 
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